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My Days 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


Thou compassest -my path... Thou hast beset me behind 
and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Psa. 139: 3,5. 


HOU hast beset me before, and my shrouded 
To-morrows 
Wait in Thy keeping, like angels in gray or in gold, 
Till Thou sendest them forth to me, fair with the light 
of Thy presence 
And glad with its joy, as the gates of the mornings 
unfold. 
Never a fear need I have of the gifts they are bringing, 
Never a dread of the gloom or the glory they hold. 


Thou hast beset me behind, and my Yesterdays pass 
' from my using 
Into Thy keeping, as treasures in lavender laid ; 
Never a fear need I have of their backward thrown 
shadows, 
Never a dread lest they haunt me and make me afraid. 
Thou hast forgiven the sin and forgotten the sinning, 
Thou wilt cemember the good in the prayers that I 
prayed. 


Thou hast encompassed my path, and To-day Thou 
art with me, 
Thou art the Way that I walk and the Light on 
that Way; 
Thine is the hand that is holding and leading and 


trying, 
Thine is the voice that is bidding me haste or delay ; 
Who else but Thou, who seest my past and my future, 
Who else’can know how my steps should be ordered 
to-day ? ; 





Can You Hold Them 45 Minutes ? 


“I have just tried another experiment. At the 
suggestion of the Superintendent of the Boys’ De- 
partment of the Y. M. C. A. here I had some lantern 
slides made from the book and put them on for the 
Boys’ Meeting last Sunday afternoon, telling a brief 
story of the picture in boy language as it was thrown 
on the screen. I ran for 45 minutes and they called 
for more. I trust this may give me another avenue 





to attract young America to the wonderful charm of 
Bible stories.” Can you easily hold your boys or 
girls in Sunday-school for 45 minutes, and have them 
call for more?. Would you like to know what was in 
that book? The author and creator of these amaz- 
ingly fresh, fascinating Bible pictures is now draw- 
ing them for the Improved Uniform Lessons, and 
will publish them exclusively in The “unday School 
Times. They commence with the first lesson of 
October, 1918. 
ae 


Bible Climaxes 


Bible climaxes are thrilling. There is wonderful 
teaching in the Bible’s first and last words on any 
subject. Compare the first. four words of Genesis, 
“In the beginning God” with the last four, “a coffin 
in Egypt.” Oh; that terrible interim, when sin sep- 
arated from God! Did you know the first and last 
human name in the New Testament was “David”? 
The first New Testament mention of the Son of Man 
says he had no pillow for his head (Matt. 8: 20). The 
last mention sees the Son of Man enthroned in 
heavenly glory (Acts 7:56). Look for more of these 
revealing contrasts. 

a 


Making the Map White 


An entirely white map of the United States is in 
sight. With the vote of almost every State Legisla- 
ture the white “dry” spots on the map increase, and 
the black “wet” spots disappear. When the Louisiana 
House recently concurfed with the Senate in ratify- 
ing the National Prohibition Amend: ent, the sixth 
wet state, and the fourteenth altogether to ratify, fell 
into line. The fourteen states and the dates of ratifi- 
cation are: Mississippi, January 8; Virginia, Jan- 
uary 11; Kentucky, January 14; South Carolina, 
peasy 23; North Dakota, January 26; Maryland, 

ebruary 13; Montana, February 19; Texas, March 
4; Delaware, March 18; fouth Dakota, March 20; 
Massachusetts, April 2; Arizona, May 24; Georgia, 
June 26; and Louisiana, August 8. There are 
twenty-seven dry states, eight having already ratified, 
and the rest of which, it is confidently believed, will 
do so. As six wet states—Texas, Kentucky, Delaware, 





































Maryland, Massachusetts, and Louisiana—have ap- 
proved, only three more wet states must be won to 
make national prohibition effective. The prohibition 
forecasters are counting on Florida, Vermont, and 
Wyoming, wet states, to ratify the amendment as 
soon as their Legislatures meet. This would give 


“thirty-six dry states, or three-fourths of the forty- 


eight states of the Union, the majority required by the 
Constitution to ratify an amendment to the Constitu- 


~ tion. Those teachers who use the Sunday-school les- 


son, “Conquering Evil,” interpreted in this issue of 
The Sunday ‘School Times, as a temperance lesson, 
will find these facts useful. 


x 
Sin: A Parable from Africa 


. It is difficult to see sin as it really is under the 
devil’s camouflage. At the Victorious Life Confer- 
ence at Princeton, Dr. H. Virginia Blakeslee, of the 
Africa Inland Mission, tore off the disguise. She 
painted a picture of sin as she saw it in Africa—‘“a 
form lying in a deserted village, that of a boy twelve 

ears old. His hair was matted in the tangle of a 
ong illness. He was clothed in what had been a 
yard of unbleached American muslin, ragged and 
torn, black and filthy, hardly enough thread holding 
it together to keep it over his shoulders. There was 
a gaping ulcer from the hip to below the knee, the 
muscles eaten away, the bone visible, and from the 
awful sore matter oozing out and running to the 
ground. The sufferer’s only occupation was to fan 
away the flies with a bunch of leaves. No ointment 
is known that will heal that disease. As I looked 
upon this picture I thought of Isaiah 1:6, ‘From the 
sole of the foot even unto the head there is no sound- 
ness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores; they have not been closed, neither bound up, 
neither mollified with ointment.’ As I looked at that 
poor boy, I knew just how I looked when the Lord 
Jesus Christ found me.” This is sin, that vile thing 
that Jesus Christ was willing to be “made,” He 
“who knew no sin; that-we might be made the right- 
eousness of God in him.” The cure for sin is the 
inwelling Person of Christ. 

“ Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.” 


What Place Has Prophecy in the Bible ? 


spite of its sixty-six separate books, this Book 
as a whole is a perfectly organized body of 
revelation? 

Moreover, while numberless isolated fragments of 
Scripture each embody in miniature—like drops of 
water mirroring severally the whole expanse of the 
sky—the entire compass of divine a selation, yet the 
Bible, taken as a whole, is free from all fault of 
undue copiousness, of redundancy or tedious repe- 
tition, as well as of perplexing divergences, tantaliz- 
ing obscurities, or doubtful meanings. 

Therefore, the entire word of inspiration is neces- 
sary to a full-rounded, well-balanced understanding 
of God’s revelation. 

And it is not by chance, but by wise superintendence 
of God’s Spirit, that the books of the Bible are 
arranged in just the order they are. There is an 
orderly progress in the unfolding of the entire reve- 
lation, from Genesis on to the end, which needs to be 
unbrokenly followed, or the most earnest student will 
very likely fail ever to perceive and comprehend the 
scheme of revelation as a whole and in its propor- 
tionate parts, 

Here doubtless lay the cause of the painful con- 
fusion and the hopeless ignorance of. those two de- 
voted disciples whom the risen Lord accosted on their 
way to Emmaus. For their enlightenment they 
needed just such an orderly expository trip through 
the Old Testament as Jesus tock with them. For, 
“beginning at Moses and all the prophets [which with 
the Jews included the historical books], he expounded 
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself” (Luke 24: 27).. 


H:: many readers of the Bible realize that, in 





It is then no mere accident that the book of Reve- 
lation, for instance, concludes the whole Bible; it is 
designedly and logically so. There is but one way 
of coming to the full study of Revelation; and that 
way is by an intelligent and thorough comprehension, 
first, of all the previous Scriptures. This would 
eliminate the many divergent “interpretations” of that 
book now prevalent; because, if we all pursued the 
method just presented, we would all open the book 
of Revelation from a common point of view,—a point 
of view projected, not by private opinion or the 
opinion of “authorities,” but by the self-evident un- 
folding of the Bible itself as a whole. 

It is, then, well worth our while to look into the 
wondrous volume of God’s Word far enough to pick 
up the mystic thread which binds it all together in 
one divine unfolding. 

The first chapter of Genesis leaves us with man 
created, male and female, in. divine image and _like- 
ness for happy residence and noble dominion over 
all the earth. The physical and social order arranged 
by God for such a career is laid out before us in 
chapter two, as well as the order of man’s account- 
ability to his Maker, But in the third chapter the 
‘manner of man’s fall from his created state and mis- 
sion. is: narrated. 

And right here narrative begins to incorporate 
prediction. In Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel,” God discloses His plan of saving 
man from his fallen state and position through a 


‘Saviour and Redeemer human-born. 


From this point the narrative proceeds on a pretty 
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closely genealogical method of advance, and under 
rigid restriction, hastening straight forward down a 
“sacred line” to that Coming ne. 

Rapidly the successive generations pass in proces- 
sion until a name is reached in Genesis 11: 26 which 
holds the leading personal position in all further 
Biblical history. It is the name of Abram. To this 
man God promised (12: 1-3) that his posterity should 
constitute the branch of mankind through which all 
families of the race should be blessed; that is, that 
that Coming One of Genesis 3:15 should appear out 
of the stock of Abram and as immediate head thereof. 

Looking further along in the narrative, we find that 
the book of Genesis—covering over twenty-three cen- 
turies according to the Hebrew text, or thirty-seven 
centuries according to the earlier Septuagint text— 
closes when that particular portion of Abram’s pos- 
terity to which the covenant appertained—running 
through Isaac and Jacob—had grown to a great fam- 
ily of twelve branches, 

Every Bible student will at once recognize that the 
rest of the Old Testament, excepting Job, directly 
concerns this particular Hebrew race; and that, at 
every — of progress, the narrative is marked by 
this peculiarity, that the eye is repeatedly lifted up 
from a present historical situation to the final issue 
predicted in Genesis 12: 3, “And I will bless th m that 
bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 
And all the way through it is made plain that the 
hope of Israel lies in the Coming One who, in Gene- 
sis 3:15, is promised as the world’s Redeemer and 
Saviour; in other words, that race-wide ‘sing is 
made dependent upon th fulfilment first of the bless- 
ing which was promised to Abram’s posterity through 
that Coming One, 

We all know, further, that the four Gospels of 
the New Testament consist of a brief account of the 
actual appearing and ministry of this promised One. 
The one great question on the mind of Jewry in His 
day was, “Is this Jesus of Nazareth the Son of God, 
the promised King of Israel?” And prophecy in the 
Gospels is simply the announcement that the rejected 
Jesus will some day return to Jerusalem as the King 
of Israel in all heavenly authority, power, and glory. 

Finally, the remainder of the New ‘Testament 
crowns its teaching and preaching, of this departed 
Jesus as the world’s living Saviour, with the con- 
tinual reiteration of that “blessed hope” of the “glori- 
ous appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Tit. 2: 11-14). The concluding words of the 
last book and of the last page of the New Testament 
are, “Surely, I come quickly. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus!” 

Therefore an intelligent reading of the Bible in its 
order and in its entirety soon discovers that the line 
of progress in the construction of the body of reve- 
lation is not that of a system of doctrine, nor of a 
philosophy of morals, nor of an exhibit of spiritual 
experience. In due time—after mature acquaintance 
with the Bible in its entirety—such systems may be 
constructed by human hands. Yet even then such 
systems remain only human constructions, indirectly 
Biblical, and lacking the final authority of ‘revelation. 
And so far have writers of systematic theology, of 
systems of ethics, and of exhibits of spiritual ex- 
perience, fallen short of doing their work after the 
method just outlined, that, instead of an essential 
unity of faith, experience, and practise among Chris- 
tians, which should be our happy condition, we are 
left to witness the sad spectacle of confusion and 
division, of ever-multiplying isms and sects. 

But the natural and orderly reading of the Bible 
as it is placed in our hands soon discovers that proph- 
ecy constitutes the leading-string of progress, the 
constructive factor throughout th: whole Bible. By 
prophecy is meant divine prediction, the unveiling of 
the future. 

And this peculiarity marks the rise and progress of 
prophecy in the Bible, that it is not mere blank, irrel- 
ative prediction,—a kind of fantastic fortune-telling. 
Biblical material consists largely of historical record. 
And such is the relation of history to prophecy in the 
Bible that the Jews rightly classified them together. 
For the history furnished the logical occasion tor the 
prophecy, because history—exhibiting the current 
conditions of fallen humanity—continually appealed 
for light upon its dark and inscrutable mystery. 
Prophecy is the revelation, out of foreknowledge ex- 
clusively divine, of the distant future issue of past 
and present interests and occurrences. 

At once upon man’s fall God began to foreshow 
the recovery of the fallen, the victory of the van- 
quished over the oppressor. God only could fore- 
know this, because God’s grace alone could devise it. 
God’s authority alone could ordain it, and God’s 
power (in his Son) alone could execute it. So, from 
Genesis 3:15 to the close of Revelation, the connect- 
ing, integrating element of Scripture as a whole is 
this one hope-giving, faith-centering perspective. 

This does not deny the Christo-centric organiza- 
tion of all revelation; it constitutes it. This is clearly 
attested by Christ himself in Luke 24:44: “And he 
* said unto them, These are the words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of 
Moses [the Pentateuch], and in the prophets [the 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





Christ is the Victor—and the Victor 
has you. Isn’t that enough? 





historical and prophetical books], and in the psalms 
[the poetical books], concerning me.” 

‘Note that Jesus hereby linked all his own teaching 
to the Old Testament Scriptures. Then note that he 
viewed those Scriptures as unitedly relating to him- 
self, Further note that he viewed those Sestetaues 
in a predictive character,—“must be fulfilled.” And 
finally note that he comprehended in one progressive 
construction the whole body of the Old Testament 
writings. 

Neither does the recognition of prophecy as the 
integrating factor of the whole Biblical organism 
deny the right of pre-eminence to the Gospel; it es- 
tablishes that right. For, what is the Gospel but the 

lad tidings of what has already been fulfilled of 
God's promises concerning that Coming One, and of 
— yet remains to be fulfilled just as surely in 

im 

Paul identified Gospel with prophecy when, stand- 
ing before Agrippa, he declared: “And now I stand 
and am judged for the hope of the promise made of 
God unto our fathers; unto which promise our twelve 
tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to 
come. For which hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am 
accused of the Jews” (Acts 26:7). And he goes on 
to declare that that hope had been fulfilled in measure 
in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus as the 
promised One. 
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Still more forcefully did Paul identify prophecy 
with Gospel in declaring that as an apostle he was 
“separated unto the gospel of God, which he had 
promised before by his prophets in the Holy oe 
tures” (Rom. 1:1, 2). He also states most oer, 
in Galatians 3>8, that “the Scripture, foreseeing that 
God would justify the heathen [Gentiles] through 
faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, say- 
ing, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” 

me mdke a distinction of Gospels, according to 


different descriptions ; as, the “gospel of grace” (Acts~ 


20: 24), the “gospel of the — (Matt. 24: 14), 
and “the everlasting gospel” (Rev. 14:6). But these 
are only different characteristics or aspects of one 


and the same Gospel—the only Gospel (Gal. 1: 6-9).. 


Evidently we must widen our conception of the 
Gospel, so as to embrace all its aspects. We must 
recognize that the Gospel dates from eternity (1 Pet. 
1:20); that the Gospel was on hand to catch man as 
soon as he fell (Gen. 3:15); that the Gospel con- 
stituted ample means of salvation in all the olden 
time, whether under the law or without the law 
(Rom. 10: 12) ; that the Gospel is the message of sal- 
vation for every creature of each generation from 
Calvary to this day and till the resurrection of saints 
(Mark 16:15); that the Gospel will mightily prevail 
amidst the darkness of the tribulation (Rev. 7:9, 14) ; 
that the Gospel will bring to us believers the vast 
remainder of our salvation in the glorifying of our 
bodies in the likeness of the. glorified Son of man 
(1 Pet. 1:5); that ultimately the Gospel will crown 
all redeemed and saved creation withthe same glory 
and immortality (Rom. 8: 21). 

Much is lacking in personal appreciation, as well 
as in the preaching and teaching, of the Gospel, if it 
is not identified with the full scope of divine promise 
as that is unfolded through the whole vast range of 
Biblical prophecy. 





Has Man Seen the Invisible God? 


My class of thirteen boys, in their early teens, are 
questioning me concerning “the invisible God” (Col. 
1:15). One says John must have been mistaken when 
he said “No man hath seen God at any time,” and re- 
calls Moses, Isaiah, and Elijah, and John himself in 
Revelation, fourth chapter. . 

I will greatly appreciate a little help on these passages: 
“Whom no man hath seen, nor can see” (1 Tim. 6: 16). 
“I have seen God face to face” (Gen. 32: 30). ‘No man 
hath seen God at any time” (John 1: 18). “The Lord 
spake unto Moses face to face” (Exod. 33:11). “No 
man hath seen God at any time” (1 John 4: 12). “I am 
undone . . . for mine eyes have seen. . . Jehovah’ (Isa. 
6:5). “Man shall not see me and live” (Exod. 33 : 20). 
“And, behold, Jehovah passed by” (1 Kings 19: 11). “Not 
that any man hath seen the ™ ‘her’ (John 6: 46).—A 
Pennsylvania Reader. 


This teacher is to be congratulated on a class of 
boys who search the Scriptures to see “whether these 
things are so.” She has an exceptional opportunity 
to show them two great facts about the Bible: that 
there are things which appear contradictory when 
they are not fully understood; and that for the best 
explanation of these difficulties we should go to the 
Bible itself. ‘ 

The very verses that this teacher has quoted as giv- 
in; the puzzling truth about the invisible God give 
also the explanation as to how it is possible for men to 
see God face to face. “No man hath seen God at any 
time ; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18). But 
of this only begotten Son John has just revealed, by 
the Spirit, that “the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” He that hath seen the Son hath 
seen the Father. It is the special office of the Second 
Person of the Godhead to reveal God, to be his 
“exegete,” as the original of John 1: 18 puts it. 

The God who dwells “in light unapproachable ; 
whori no man hath seen, nor can see,” ._perhaps re- 
fers rather to God in his triune being than to the 
Father or the Spirit. But in any case it is the Son 
who ever manifests God to men, and when men saw 
God in the Old Testament or the New it was Jehovah- 
Jesus, the Lord of glory, whom they looked upon. 
And seeing him they saw God. 

The margin of the Revised Version calls attention 
to the startling fact that many very ancient authori- 
ties read John 1:18 in this way: “No man hath seen 
God at any time; God only begotten, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” This is 
the reading given in Nestle’s Greek Testament, while 
the ordinary rendering is given in the margin. 

The whole wonderful truth is put into briefest form 
in Colossians 1: 15, the verse which stirred the inquir- 
ing minds of this class of boys: “Who is the image of 
the invisible God.” The “image” is that which can 
be seen. Conybeare translates this verse: “Who is a 
visible image of the invisible God,” and he adds this 
note: “It is important to. observe here that St. Paul 
says not merely that our Lord was when on earth the 





visible image of God, but that he is so still. In Him 
only God manifests himself to man, and He is still 
visible to the eye of faith.” 

In the first chapter of Hebrews the Son is de- 
scribed as “the effulgence of-his glory, and the im- 
press of his substance.” And when God the Father 
addresses the Son, these are his words: 

“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 


x 
Clearing Up an Old Wrong 


If a person wronged. another one years ago and never 
asked his forgiveness, and then years after was sorry, 
would it be wise and right to haul the troubles up and 
ask forgiveness?—A Vermont Reader. 


Time never puts away sin nor rights a_ wrong. 
Only Christ can do that. “If therefore thou art 
offering thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest 
that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy 
gift” (Matt. 5:23, 24). Whether the thing that our 
brother has against us be a thing of yesterday’s doing 
or of a generation ago does not alter the principle that 
we should confess and make it right. The more is 
this needed if we have left the wrong unconfessed 
through the years. 

It may not be wise to “haul the troubles up,” nor to 
go into details of the old sores. A simple, frank 
statement, in a letter, or if possible face to face, 
should cover the need: “I have wronged you, and 
through the years I have never acknowledged it. 
Now I have confessed it to God and he has forgiven 
me, and I want to ask your forgiveness.” If there 
is something that needs to be restored in order to 
right the wrong the confession will not be genuine 
unless it includes a full righting of the wrong so far 
as that is possible. There are many sad cases of 
estrangernent because of unconfessed wrongs, and in 
spite of the passing of the years the one who has been 
wronged remembers. But though he may have for- 
given the wrong at the time it was committed and 
put it out of his memory, this does not alter the obli- 
gation on the other to mrake confession when the 
Lord has brought conviction and sorrow for the sin. 

There are situations, however,-in which it may be 
very unwise to confess to another a wrong that has 
been done. If the one wronged has been entirely un- 
conscious of the sin against him, and the revealing 
of it would not help in any way to clear up the wrong, 
it may cause deep grief to make it known. In such 
cases the matter should be made right with God, and 
then special guidance of his Spirit should be sought 
before confessions are made before men. 

But whenever the wrong is one that is known to 
men and the lack of confession is affecting other 
lives, then we are clearly enjoined to provide things 
nonest in the sight of men as well as in the sight of 

od. 




















LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (: Kings a1: 1-29; Eph. 5 :6-21) 
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Facts that Displace the Documentary Theory | | 


By Prof. Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


Archeology subpoenas common sense to witness 
that one hand wrote the Pentateuch 





stands furnish a natural and very simple solution 
of the Pentateuchal Problem. will now pro- 
ceed to unfold them. What I am about to present I 
obtained by a very simple archeological method, the 
method of the excavator in dealing with some other 
remains of ancient civilization. I went carefully 
through the Pentateuch and sorted out the mass of 
materials, putting each kind in a place by itself to see 
what would appear. : 
Of what did ultimately appear, I had no expectation 
whatever. I thonget, as people ge.erally think, that 
everything in the entateuch was known. But, as an 
archeologist, I*simply followed the method of an 
archeologist and put the material in classified collec- 
tions. To my astonishment, some remarkable things 
did appear. It will notbe necessary to make now-a 
complete analysis of the Pentateuch, and point out all 


Tse facts themselves of the Pentateuch as it 


‘the facts worthy of note. It will be sufficient to point 


out only such as furnish the solution of the problem 
under consideration. : 

1. It appeared that thefe are different kinds of laws 
in the Pentateuch, applicable to very different occasions. 
Why, of course; who did not know that? . Yes, when 
attention is called to it, who did not know it? and 
also, who had noted it in considering the Pentateuchal 
Problem? Who had taken this into account in con- 
sidering the differences of style and vocabulary and 
the distribution of laws throughout the narrative? 
Yet do not different kinds of laws require different 
styles and vocabularies, and may not different por- 
tions in a narrative quite naturally furnish occasion 
for the publication of different groups of laws? 


What the Critics Have Overlooked 


Critics have not taken account of these different 
kinds of laws in-their critical work. Kautzsch is one 
of the foremost of the critics who hold the newer 
views of the Pentateuch. In his “Literature of the 
Olid Testament,” page 29, he refers to Exodus, chap- 
ter 21, and calls the laws “statutes.” But when we 
turn to the Bible itself, these particular laws which 
he calls “statutes” are called “judgments” (Exod. 21: 
1). Kautzsch did not take into account this distinc- 
tion between kinds of laws at all. 

To take an illustration of this point from the other 
side of the controversy, the lamented Professor Wil- 
liam Henry Green, formerly of Princeton Theo- 
logical Sen.inary, was the greatest Hebrew scholar 
ofemodern times, and one of. the greatest of the crit- 
ics who hold the old views of the Pentateuch, yet 
he says of the books of the law: “All the statutes 
contained in them are expressly declared to have been 
written by Moses or to have been given by the Lord 
to Moses. And if the entire law is his, the history 

. must be his likewise” (“Unity of Genesis,” p. 5). 

Turn now to the Bible and we find that what he 
calls “statutes,” and speaks of as the “entire law,” the 
Bible calls “Commandments,” “Judgments,” and 
“Statutes.” Neither did he take account here in 
criticism of the fact that these laws were of dis- 
tinctly different kinds, and his use of the law would 
elsewhere confirm this passage. In fact, in the great 
critical discussion concerning the Pentateuch, these 
differences in kind among the laws are €ntirely ig- 
nored. In theological discussions it is in some meas- 
ure the same: a distinguished teacher of theology 
was recently wont to illustrate the use of such syno- 
nyms as are without distinction of meaning by refer- 
ence to the “judgments and the statutes and the 
Commandments” ! 

When I had sorted out the materials of the Penta- 
teuch and put each kind in a place by itself, I found 
that these differences in kinds of laws were not 
ignored in the Bible, but, instead, were noted with 
most careful and painstaking discrimination. At this 
point, as I am not a lawyer, I called in the aid of a 
friend, Samuel Scoville, Jr., of the Philadelphia bar, 
whose pen starts so many suggestive questions in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times. He is an ex- 
perienced lawyer, and a lawyer knows what kind of 
law a law is. So we may be sure I am not mistaken 
in my discrimination between different kinds of laws 
in the Pentateuch. 

For illustration of these various kinds of laws, turn 
now first to Exodus, 21st to 23d chapters. In Exodus 
21:1 we read, “Now these are the judgments which 
thou shalt set before them.” Then follows a long list 
of such laws as are here called “judgments.” They 
are all laws about slavery, theft, murder, and violence 
of every kind, laws about state taxes and public 
holidays, etc. Thus these laws are all laws which 
concern one man’s relation to another, or to the con- 
gregation or the community,—laws “one with an- 
other,” as the Hebrews described them, whether the 
“other” was an individual or the community in some 








“The only archeologist of distinction to deny this 
(the Documentary eory) is Professor M. G. 
Kyle, who, in the March-June issue of the Jour- 
nal of Biblical Literature, has struck the hardest ° 
blow at this hypothesis which has been given it 
in half a century.” This is a statement by Dr. 
Camden M. Cobern, himself one of the ablest 
archeologists of the times. It refers to Professor 
Kyle’s revolutionizing discoveries as he digs into 
the Pentateuchal Problem. Not all the criticism 
is so favorable as this, but Professor Kyle in- 
vites it, and yours may be sent to him through 
The Sunday School Times. Dr. Kyle is here 
making a popular presentation of his investiga- 


Times last week. Can you read this second paper 
in the series and not be convinced that Dr. Cobern 
is right in his judgment? The third and last of 
these articles will appear in next week’s issue. 








capacity. They were usually, also, laws concerning 
things right or wrong in themselves, and always such 
laws as were administered by judges of the courts; 
that is to say, “judgments,” literally, “judgings.” 

Now turn to Leviticus and note'chapter after chap- 
ter of laws concerning burnt-offerings, -sin-offerings, 
peace-offerings, trespass-offerings, offerings for one 
class of persons, then for another class of persons; 
such lists of laws ending with the description, “These 
are the statutes,” etc. Then turn to Exodus, 25th to 
40th chapters, and read the description given of the 
Tabernacle and its furniture and the vestments and 
the investiture of the priests, and note that in 27: 21, 
28: 43, 20:9, 28, and 30: 21, it is said, “These are the 
statutes.” 

These laws called statutes were directions about 
things: To do or not to do them was not right or 
wrong in itself, but only so because of the statute. 
Such laws were not administered by judges of the 
courts but were applied under direction of the priests 
or other persons who directed religious affairs, those 
concerning the sacrifices and other religious rites of 
the tabernacle seryice being much written about now 
under the name, the Ceremonial Law. 

In addition to these two kinds of laws, there was 
a third, more fundamental than either of these and 
which seems to underlie both, the precepts of the 
Decalogue under the name commandments. While 
the word commandment is frequently used, even in 
the Pentateuch, to denote any law of- God, it has also 
a technical use in the Pentateuch to denote the spe- 
cific group of.ten laws on the two tables given to 
Moses. 


That Vital Triple Classification 


These three kinds of laws thus appear most dis- 
tinctly in the Pentateuch. Moreover these different 
kinds of laws not only clearly appear and under dif- 
ferent names, as judgments, statutes, and command- 
ments, but these words, as applied to groups of laws, 
are used with most discri inating exactness. Most of 
the groups of laws to be found scattered throughout 
the Pentateuchal narrative have one or other or all 
three of these names as titles, but whether there be 
one or two or all of them used, just the particular 
kinds of laws named and no others will be found in 
that group. Where it is said, “these are the judg- 
ments,” only judgments will be found. Where we 
read, “thesé are the statutes,” only statutes are found. 
Where it is said, “these are the judgments and the 
statutes,” or “the statutes and the commandments,” or 
the “commandments and the judgments,” or “the com- 
mandments and the judgments and the statutes,” 
just these, and all these, kinds of laws named are in- 
variably found in that group. Some of the groups of 
laws have none of these names specifically used in 
the group, but are easily classified by their resem- 
blance to other groups which have titles. : 

Still again, it appears upon observation that these 
groups of commandments, or judgments, or statutes, 
ofttimes are seen very clearly to fit into the place 
where the group appears as fragmentary legislation 
thrust into the narrative. The most conspicuous in- 
stances of this are the Ten Commandments and the 
statutes concerning the Tabernacle and its furniture, 
both of which groups of laws grow with perfect nat- 
uralness out of the narrative itself. But there are 


also many other less notable instances which are 
scarcely less obvious, as the laws of inheritance and 
those associated with them, which follow the appeal 
to Zelophehad’s daughters (Num. 36), and the statute 
concerning the cities of refuge (Num. 35). 

Who now does not perceive that there are very 
distinct kinds of laws in the Pentateuch called by 


very distinct technical names, terms which are never 
interchanged the one for the other; and that these 
laws inserted in groups in the Pentateuchal narra- 
tive ofttimes fit most exactly in the place at which 
they are inserted, though at other times the connec- 
tion between the laws and the narrative does not now 
appear. 

2. These facts about kinds of laws are not all the 
facts which appear when the materials of the Penta- 
teuch are sorted out and arranged into groups ac- 
cording to their kinds. It also appears that these 
various groups of laws were used’ for different pur- 
poses, and these different purposes required them to 
be used in different ways, and for that reason necessi- 
tated the employment of different styles and vocabu- 
laries. A judge on the bench must use words very 
carefully and sparingly, and with great dignity. The 
same judge must yield to the didactic demands of the 
class-room, if he would be useful before a class in 
law, and must adapt himself to the demands of ora- 
tery when he addresses a popular assembly. So, in 
the Pentateuch, the different uses for which the dif- 
ferent kinds of laws were intended called for equally 
great differences in style and vocabulary, and just 
such differences appear. Harold M. Weiner, Esq., 
long ago pointed out these differences of style and 
ee occasioned by the different uses of the 
various laws of the Pentateuch (“Pentateuchal 
Studies,” pp. 195-224). The judgments were for the 
people to obey, and especially for the judges to en- 
force. Thus the judges needed to be familiar with 
these judgments, so that when ~-cases. came before 
them for decision they would not have to consult 
written laws, but were able at once to render judg- 
merit; just as magistrates need to be familiar with 
the most common laws in order to conduct a mag- 
istrate’s court to-day. Upon examination it is found 
that many of the judgments are adapted to easy 
memorizing ;: that is, were mnemonic in form. Any 
one who will take the trouble to read carefully, even 
in the English, some of these lists of judgments will 
be able to test Mr. Wiener’s view of the matter, as I 
have myself done, and will perceive that the judg- 
ments are brief, terse, with a tendency to balanced 
statement, the parallelism of Hebrew poetry, and so 
were easy to memorize for use in the courts. (Cf. 
Exodus, 21st to 23d chapters, especially 21: 12-17, 
quoted in the first of these articles, in the last -issue 
of The Sunday School Times, August 17, 1918.) 

Another kind of laws was for an entirely different 
use, The directions given for the construction of 
the Tabernacle and its furniture were for the use 
of the architects and workmen, and for use only once. 
The Ceremonial Laws were for continual use, but 
were to be administered under the direction of the 
priests, who were of the educated class and so were 
capable of reading and understanding the elaborate 
directions necessary to describe the unfamiliar and 
arbitrary code of ceremonies in the ritual law. Such 
laws would naturally call for much descriptive lan- 
guage and so tend to verboseness. There would thus 
result a very different style and vocabulary. 

The different subjects discussed in the judgments, 
crimes and penalties for the most part, and in the 
ceremonial laws, religious rites and practises, also 
call for radically different vocabularies. In these 
laws under consideration, statutes, as they are called, 
the lawgiver is giving instructions for the priests 
who are to explain the ceremonial procedure to the 
people. So, like a lecturer before his classes in a tw 
school, or preparing a text-book for their study, 
he adopted a descriptive style. Note the descriptive 
directions for the Tabernacle and its furniture, 
Exodus, 25th to goth chapters, and the ceremonial 
laws in Leviticus, and for a brief reference, the quo- 
tation from Leviticus 17: 10-14, in the first article of 
this series. 


Moses Now Jurist, Now Orator 

In the speeches in Deuteronomy, the immediate pur- 
pose of the lawgiver was to instruct and exhort and 
move the multitudes of the people gathered to hear 
the speeches. Such a purpose calls fo as strikingly 
peculiar a style in these speeches as does the purpose 
of oratory anywhere else in the world. Accordingly, 
in these speeches we have the style and vocabulary 
of impassioned utterance and exhortation. It is to 
be expected that there will be great differences in 
style and vocabulary between laws-so given and even 
the same laws given for the purposes which we have 
already considered. Examination of a few passages 
from the speeches in Deuteronomy will make this 
clear; a brief passage (Deuteronomy 14: 22-26) may 
be seen quoted in the article last week. 

Nor is this all that is to be said. concerning the 
differences of style and vocabulary in these books 
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of the Law. The Pentateuch does not claim to be 
altogether the words of one author. Radical scholars 
constantly ignore this fact, and conservative scholars 
ofttimes forget it when discussing the question of the 
authorship of the Pentateuch. 

The Ten Commandments were the direct and imme- 
diate utterance of God himself, and are so presented 
in the book of Exodus. The judgments were “judg- 
ings” approved of God, to be copied down by the law- 
giver, and so represent not the style of one author, 
not eyen the lawgiver himself, but the accumulation 
of years of decisions of judges. On the other hand, 
the statutes, the Ceremonial Law, and the directions 
for the tabernacle, represent the literary style of 
the author, which is also seen in the narrative por- 
tions of the Pentateuch. (Critics have pointed out 
the resemblance of much of the narrative to the 
style of the Ceremonial Law, and so assigned such 
narrative portions to’the Priestly Writing.) Deuter- 
onomy, on the other hand, represents, in large part, 
the oratorical style of the same author. The claim 
of the Pentateuch to have been from one author, 
Moses, is thus entirely reasonable, notwithstanding 
the use of materials from others, and these great 
differences in style. 

3. One other fact yet to be noticed contributes 
toward the solution of the most troublesome part of 
the Pentateuchal Problem, the fragmeftary character 
of. the laws and the distribution of these fragments 
throughout a narrative at once the biography of a 
man and the history of a nation. In Numbers, 36th 
chapter, occurs the account of the request for the 
daughters of Zelophehad for an inheritance; then 
follows a list of laws (judgments) appropriate to the 
occasion, 

In Numbers 35 occur the arrangements for the 
cities of refuge; and then another list of laws. In 
these instances it is quite apparent that the laws for 
the particular case in hand were given at that time, 
and any other laws which seemed to be needed at the 
time were recorded with them, and thus appears 
very clearly a method. The Pentateuch purports to 
bea record of events, which has many illustrations, as 
they transpired, including the enactment of laws as 
occasion arose. These instances cited show very 
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plainly that in these cases the laws arose out of the 
emergency, and other laws needed at the time were 
recorded with them in their proper place in the 
progress of the narrative. Thus the method clearly 
appears and instances in which fragments of the code 
are inserted, the occasion for which is not how ap- 
parent, no longer present any difficulty. Thus we 
have a perfectly natural explanation of the distribu- 
tion of the laws throughout the narrative, a fact for 
which the Documentary Theory absolutely fails to 
account; which, indeed, on that theory, is an absurd 
arrangement. 

Thus the facts themselves of the Pentateuchal nar- 
rative and laws, the different kinds and u ’s of laws, 
the different authors of the commandments, the judg- 
ments, and the narrative and the statutes, the wholly 
different circumstances of the writer in the first three 
books of the law and the orator in Deuteronomy, sat- 
isfactorily account for the differences of style and 
vocabulary; the annalistic character and form of the 
law books, recording, as is their general plan, every- 
thing in the order in which it occurred, satisfactorily 
accounts for the fragmentary distribution of the laws 
throughout the narrative; and last of all, the incon- 
gruity between the method of preparation of the law 
books and the moral sublimity of the laws them- 
selves, which seems fatal to the Documentary Theory, 
does not here arise at all. Thus there is a complete 
solution of the Pentateuchal Problem. 

The facts thus brought forward are not to dis- 
iy the Documentary Theory, but to displace it. 

ere is a solution of the Pentateuchal Problem 
which the facts themselves of the Pentateuch furnish. 
It is complete and satisfactory without the admission 
of.any suppositional element, such as unknown au- 
thors. and unmentioned documents. It is a funda- 
mental principle in the use of evidence not to admit 
suppositions gratuitously. Common s:nse does not 
take kindly to suppositions where none are needed, 
and especially not where the case is complete and self- 
explanatory. It is exactly so here, and common 
sense unhampered by preconceived opinions cannot 
admit the supposition of unheard-of authors and 
unmentioned documents. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Taking Christ to a Dying Ex-Consul 





This remarkable death-bed conversion is an incident in the 
work of the Inland South America Missionary Union. The 
General Secretary of the United States Council of this Mission, 
of which the Editor of The Sunday School Times is a member, 
is the Rev. J. R. Schaffer, of 5029 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 


HERE lived in a South American city a man 
who came of a line that produced two Presi- 
dents of the United States. He served as consul 
for the United States in the capital of a South 
American republic some years ago, married a native 
woman of good family, went into business, became 
ever-increasingly popular, and forgot that he had a 
soul, an eternal soul to be cared for. 

A number of the missionaries of the Inland South 
America Missionary Union became acquainted with 
this gentleman, found him most genial, visited in 
his home, and occasionally had him present in their 
meetings. One of these missionaries writes home 
about him, “We had a great burden for the salvation 
of his soul, but he never showed the slightest re- 
sponse to spiritual things, so the Lord moved in an- 
other way to perform his will in our friend. 

Much prayer was offered for him and his family, 
and the beginning of the blessed answer came last 
October, when he became paralyzed. He lay almost 
lifeless for some days, and then began speaking 
one word at a time like a little child, while friends 
kept on praying. Then he grew stronger, refused to 
speak except in English (to which his family could 
not respond), and at last said ‘Evangelistas, 

“These dangerous people were denied him, but as 
he repeated so often that one word, the doctor 
finally said, ‘Let them come then.’ A worker was 
admitted, the way of life was explained, and the poor 
hungry heart was fed upon the Bread of Life, until 
one day in December he went to wherée they shall 
never hunger nor thirst any more. For a few days 
he had feasted and fattened his soul as the peace of 
Christ filled him; then, suddenly sinking, God took 
him home. 

“This man’s dying in ‘his own religion’ didn’t seem 
to trouble his relatives, especially since they have 
sufficient to buy even a heretic’s way through purga- 
tory. But somehow praying for him in purgatory 
while he himself had said he was saved from wrath, 
didn’t just fit, and so we were permitted on the day 
of the funeral to sing and read a portion of the 
Word. 

“Our positions were trying, knowing that’ we were 
like venom to the greater part of those present. One 
member of the immediate family sat in the patio 
during our little service and only three or four rela- 
tives outside the immediate family were in the room 


with us. We sang ‘Jesus, Lover of My. Soul,’. and 
‘Nearer, My God, to Thee,’ both of which are very 
tender and sweet in Spanish. 

“The second of these hymns this gentleman had 
known from his early days in Boston, and the family 
recognized it when we began to sing. He evidently 
had sung it at home as well as in our little ‘local.’ 
_ “Two days following, whether out of courtesy or 
interest, or something of both, we were invited to 
hold a meeting in the home of our deceased friend. 
What a privilege this was, to be allowed to sing our 
hymns in a home where the rules for mourning for- 
bid all music. But here the windows were thrown 
open and we had all liberty.” 
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When Jesus Saved a ‘* Degenerate” 


Aas reading an editorial note in The Sunday 
School Times of July 7, 1917, entitled “Degener- 
ates, Then and Now,” in which it was contended 
that “degeneracy” was “bottomed in the rejection of 
Jesus Christ,” I was reminded of a “degenerate” 
whom God helped me to save. 

It was while I was working in the prisons of a 
Southern State. This degenerate was a member of 
a gang of thieves, two of whom were hanged and three 
got twenty-five years. He got nineteen years be- 
cause he was the youngest of them. He had the look 
of a degenerate, and the State physician and inspec- 
tor of convicts told me with considerable feeling 
that I should let that man alone because he was a 
degenerate, and would cause trouble in the prison, 
by getting my confidence and then betraying it. This 
physician was a graduate of one of the greatest uni- 
versities of the country. 

Tom F—— was baptized,—this young thief who had 
been guilty of some of the most desperate deeds. It 
was the joke~of the prison, not to say of the State. 
Tom F—— getting religion! Two years later I left 
that State, and the Governor wrote me to know if 
I thought Tom F—— was worthy of a parole for 
good conduct. The change in this degenerate had 
been marked from the first stand he had taken. He 
had “held out.” He was freed, and went right to 
preaching in the jails, and when I last heard of him 
he was pastor of three churches in the West, and had 
two extra stations besides. That doctor I was speak- 
ing of died of alcoholism. God’s ways are not 
exactly man’s ways.—J. J. D. Hall, Superintendent of 
The Galilee Mission, Philadelphia. 
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Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 











PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given marked thr f years of personal study. 
= Bil will be covered, week 





Obadiah 
Prophet of Deliverance. Book of Possessions 


Key-word: Possess 


Key-text: “But upon mount Zion shall be deliver- 
ance, and there shall be holiness; and the house 
of Jacob shall possess their possessions” (v. 17). 


Outline: 


1. Doom for Edonr (vs. 1-16). 
2. Deliverance for Zion (vs. 17-21). 


Here is the bard of one song, a song of twenty-one 
verses. But it has two cantos: one of doom to the 
proud and rebellious; the other of deliverance to the 
meek and lowly. 

It is Geacted, to Edom and Zion as representing the 
two sons of Isaac’s loins, Esau and Jacob. Yet it 
appeals to us Sl, with our two tendencies and two 
natures: the earthly Esau on the one side, bold and 
haughty; and the spiritual Jacob-on the other, re- 
newed and sanctified of God. 

The occasion of this poem is written on its face, and 





we readily find the time of its composition. “In the’ 


day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day 
that the strangers carried away captive his forces, 
and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots 
upon Jerusalem.” It was that terrible day, doubtless, 
when Nebuchadnezzar finally laid hands on fair Zion 
and reduced it to dust and ashes (588 B: C.). 

What a denunciation of the selfish, .indifferent, 
presently truculent spirit of near-by Edom, which, in 
the attitude of Esau, held aloof and allowed Jeru- 
salem to be despoiled, and so became particeps 
criminis in her destruction, getting indeed gain- out 
of her loss. . 

Notice: the progress of guilt here. Seven steps of 
the neutral or do-nothing policy (vs. 11 to 14). 
1.'“In the day that thou stoodest on the- other. side,” 
—positive aloofness. 2. “Thou shouldest not have 
looked on the day of thy brother in the day that hé 
became a stranger,” i. e., heedlessly looking on ‘at ‘a 
neighbor’s calamity. 3. “Neither shouldest thou have 
rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of 
their destruction.” This is what Paul speaks of in 
1 Corinthians 13:6 as rejoicing im iniquity. 4. 
“Neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the 
day of distress,’"—the Pharisaic posture of better- 
than-thou. 5. “Thou shouldest not have entered into 
the gate of my people in the day of their calamity,”— 
wicked indifference leading to participati in wrong- 
doing. 6. “Nor have laid hands on their substance in 
the day of their calamity,"—graft and greed coming 
in, soon, to exploit others’ woes. And finally, 7. 
“Neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of 
his that did remain in the day of distress,”—open 
partnership in evil and cruelty. 

But on the other hand, how glorious at last Jacob’s 
estate, under God! “Upon mount Zion shall be de- 
liverance.”. Mount Zion is the symbolic residence of 
piety and trust; our Redeemer is there. “Yet have I 
set my king upon my holy hill of Zion, . . . Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession” (Psa. 2: 6-8). 


Marginal Notes 


Possess thy possessions—this the work of a be- 
lieving church and of a consecrated life. Alas, for 
most of us how vast the regions undiscovered, the 
capacities undeveloped—Amplius! Amplius! 

Door-mat Christians—do you know them? They 
knock at the door but never enter, uncomfortable 
themselves,—and making others uncomfortable, i. ¢., 
those on the inside. Come in—or stay out! 

There, too, are the Porter’s Lodge Christians. 
Given access to the manor and palace, they camp at 
the gates and get no farther. Where are you? 


Marked Texts 


“And the house of Jacob shall possess their posses- 
sions” (v. 17). The Douay says: “The house of 
Jacob shall possess those that possessed them.” The 
— turned—captivity madé captive. Hasten the 
ay! 
“And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to 
judge the mount of Esau” (v. 21). Fulfilled ina 
measure preveniently in such men as Luther and 
Wesley, but finally and fully in the day of the Lord. 
“Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world?” (1 Cor. 6:2.) “And the kingdom shall be 
the Lord’s.” Thank God! thank God—at last! 
Oseriin, OHIO. 


















































When the Unenlisted Answered the “Draft Board” 


2 Go-To-Sunday-School Day plans that may be used for Rally Day 











which had drawn a crowd of about eleven hun- 
dred draftees, soon became enthusiasm, then 
keen interest, then conviction, and finally enlistment as 
soldiers of Cross, for active service in the Sun- 
day-school. November 4, 1917, became a pivotal day 


many. 
Advertising had been systematic and tho 
Brightly colored cards had been distributed on 
streets the evening before the.service. They read: 


Governor Brumsaucn Has Prociaimep NovEMBER 4, 
1917, Go-to-SunDAY-ScHooL Day. 


The South Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sunday- 
school has issued a draft to the members of that 
church and Sunday-school, and all others not con- 
nected with any other Sunday-school, to report at 
their Division mene. South Avenue Me 
Episcopal Sunday-school, that day at 10 o'clock. 

An Exemption Board will hold a public session to 
determine who shall be required to enter the Sunday- 
school army for regular service. 

All requests for exemption will there be heard. 


The following letter had been sent to each member 
of the church, congregation, and Sunday-school : 


South AveNve MerHopist Episcopa, SuNDAY- 
SCHOOL Exemption Boarp HEADQUARTERS. 


WIicxrinssure, Pa., November 1, 1917. 


To all Members of the South Avenue Methodist 
Episcopal Church and Sunday-school: 
Greetings: 

You are hereby notified that you have been 
drafted for the great Sunday-school army of the 
church, and by the authority of Governor Brumbaugh, 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, requested to 
meet at Division Headquarters next Sunday morning, 
November 4, at 10 o’clock, and there await orders. 

there is any reason why you should not regu- 
larly be present at church and Sunday-school an op- 
portunity will be given to bri ur excuses before 
the Exemption Board, which wi Id a public session 
at that time and place, and will officially pass upon 
all applications for exemption. 
You will be expected to bring all the members of 
your family with you, and as many of your neighbors 
as do not report to some other Sunday-school. 


(Superintendent’s name) Division Commander. 
(Pastor’s name) Division Chaplain. 


Y ES, it worked! with snap and vim. Curiosity, 








Yb 





Exemption Board. 


Three men of the church composed the board. The 
-president, a lawyer, asked all questions of thosé 
claiming exemption. The secretary recorded the pro- 
ceedings, and the clerk read rulings and laws from 
the book of instructions, the Bible. 

Five claimants, regular attendants at Sunday-school, 

who had been carefully coached for their parts, ap- 
_ peared, each offering some one reason or excuse com- 
monly given for exemption from active service in the 
Sunday-school army. The audience did not know 
that these claimants were thus prepared, and some 
were very uneasy lest they should be called upon to 
account ter their absence from the Stinday-school. 

The first claimant was an aged man. He said in 
substance: “I am eighty years old. Young recruits, 
not veterans like me, must compose the Sunday- 
school army. Surely my years exempt me.” 

The president learned, by questioning, that the aged 
gentleman’s health was good; that he could come if 
some one brought him in an automobile, and that his 
life was rich in Christian experience and the knowl- 
edge of the official guide book, the Bible. The clerk 
read from the Guide Book numerous verses that 
proved that the octogenarian was needed, so he was 
not exempted, and the point was -emphasized that 
many automobiles may be used as chariots of the 
Lord to bring the feeble or the aged to Sunday-school. 

The second applicant was a roms mother who car- 
ried a wee babe. Several small children clung to her 
skirts. She was exempted, but was given information 
about the Home Department and the Cradle: Roll. 
She very eagerly welcomed this riews, for she had 
never heard of those two splendid branches. The 
mother signed up for study and giving in the Home 
Department, and she gladly placed her baby’s name on 
the Cradle Roll. A oy Scout and a Campfire Girl 
later volunteered to call for the little children each 
Sunday to bring them to Sunday-school, and to act 
as “big brother” and “big sister” toward them. 

The third applicant was a young married woman 








whose head had been turned by social prestige. She 
was pleasure-intoxicated. She stated that she was 
too busy, too tired, and, oh, far too sleepy, to attend 
such an early service, and she confessed that she had 
no longing for such a “prosy” affair. : 

She was surprised to learn of the splendid social 
activities of this vast army, and of the wide field 
offered for trained, live, wide-awake leadership. She 
showed her amazement when she discovered among 
the already enlisted soldiers, giants-in the business, 
educational, and social world. She was surprised to 
find that they looked happy and enthusiastic, not 
oper and bored. As the clerk read some of the 

elights and promises offered in the Guide Book, the 
woman’s will yielded. 

An adolescent boy came next. He declared: “Only 

ls and sissy fellows enlist here! None for me! 
don’t want just to sit and look pious and be a 
‘goody-goody.’ : 

He was given a glimpse of the fun and work offered 
by the Boy Scout troop, the League, and the gym- 
nasium, and he was convinced that he would be a 
“slacker? if he tried to turn down this chance to en- 
list in the best regiment known. Being a boy, he 
was, of course, a hero-worshiper, and when he spied 
a big fellow, an athlete, whom he greatly admired, 
and learned. that this same idol of his was an officer 
in this army, the boy capitulated. 

The last applicant was the typical “church tramp.” 
A young, affable fellow who claimed that he was too 
broad to care to confine himself to one church. He 
went to all. 

This rather fired the president, who drew a parallel: 
“If soldiers of the United States Army acted on that 
principle, what system, what efficiency, what obedi- 
ence, would exist?” he questioned. “Where would 
our cause be to-day?” There was no reply. ‘The 
fallacy of only gutting and never giving was proved 
to the young man. e enlisted, and heard from the 
Guide Book concerning illustrious soldiers of old, 
whom God had blessed. 

Nine hundred and twenty-three reported-in classes ! 
The usual attendance is about seven hundred and fifty. 

Yes! It worked! You try it—Georgia Baird, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa. “ 


Howa Losing Sunday-school ‘‘Came Back” 


OR almost two years our school had been losing 

ground. We decided to place the situation 
squarely before the school, and on Sunday afternoon, 
October 28, 1917, the following plan was proposed in 
order to get in touch with absent scholars and to 
invite the somenyeay to attend the Sunday-school on 
Go-to-Sunday-school Day, November 4. 

1. Personal visitation was the first thing urged, 
and every one in the school was asked to speak to 
some one, giving an invitation, 

2. Scholars, teachers, and officers were urged to 
write to some one, not cnly to members of the school, 
but also to their friends. It did not matter if the 
same person received three letters or more, as that 
would impress upon them even more the necessity of 
attending. If it was not possible to write a per- 
sonal letter all were ye ae to send at least a postal. 

3 Li Maa of the + hone was the -~_ — 
suggested. oung lady was appointed to call up 
the members of. the church and a telephone talk pre- 
pared for her. The members of the school who had 
telephones were asked to use them. 

4. An attractive sign advertising Go-to-Sunday- 
school Day was made by one of the members of the 
school and donated to the cause. This brought the 
day to the attention of the community. 

5. A Perry print of the Boy Christ was promised 
to each child in the Beginners and Primary Depart- 
ments who would be present on that Sunday, and a 
mat for the picture was promised to each child who 
brought a visitor. 

The result was as follows: The attendance was 
four hundred and twenty-seven, a gain of sixty-seven 
over the previous Sunday, and a gain of forty-three 
over the same Sunday the year before. 

As far as we could ascertain there were sixty-five 
personal invitations given, two hundred and sixty- 





seven letters and postals were written, and fifteen 
telephone calls made. There were fifteen visitors 
present, and we placed them in the various classes so 
that they could see our school in action. 

We feel that by having each member of the school 
roe. in maki is day a success we have found the 

t way of tueher e school on the firing-line for 
Jesus Christ. Often the officers and teachers try to 
do it all, and forget that their scholars can help them 
in meeting the problems and difficulties they are con- 
fronted with. 

Many scholars who had been absent for months 
were present, and the fifteen visitors will be followed 
up and every effort made to have them become regu- 
lar members cf the school. We feel from the spirit 
‘of enthusiasm shown on Go-to-Sunday-school Day 
that our school has “come back” and that we shall be 
able to enlist many more recruits in the Sunday- 
school army ‘for our great leader Jesus Christ.— 
George W. Schroeder, Philadelphia. Pa. 


we 
Making the Most of Publicity 


“Cert het Day” was observed in 
El Paso, Texas, by all the Sunday-schools. The 
matter was brought before the Pastors’ Alliance by 
Mr. W. V. Long, superintendent of the First Pres- 
byterian Sunday-school, at the October meeting. 
A committee of the superintendents present was 
formed to arrange for a meeting and to take steps 
to arouse the Sunday-schools of the city. Mr. Long 
was appointed chairman of the committee. 

He had the official call, as published in The Sun- 
day School Times of October’13, 1917, put in the 
morning and evening papers. One thousand circulars 
were printed with the call, and other data, for a gen- 
eral meeting of the superintendents on October 28. 
These were leit at the Y. M. C. A., where each su- 
perintendent got them and had them distributed in 
each school on Sunday. In this way the call went 
into practically every Protestant home that day. 

Sunday-school articles were printed in the daily 
papers of Saturday, October 27, and a later issue of 
one newspaper was a two-column article on the 
value of the Sunday-school to the church, with a por- 
trait of Mr. Marion Lawrance, the General Secretary 
of the International Sunday School Association, and 
the music of Carey Bonner’s “Silver Lining” verse, 
followed by interviews with prominent citizens on the 
worth of the Sunday-school to the community. 

The superintendents’ meeting indorsed the plans of 
the chairman, and approved a levy of one cent for 
each scholar to defray the expenses. Their plans 
included placing fifty cards in the street cars for 
three days before the fourth of November, a bulletin 
in the front of the Y. M. C. A., and on the waste- 
paper cans in the business districts of the city this 
sentence: ‘“Go to Sunday-school Next Sunday.” 
These remained for a week after November 4, and 
applied each Sunday as long as they remained. 

rge banners were put on the front of the 
churches; and there was Sunday-school ozone in the 
very atmosphere of the city. The labor paper joined 
in the chorus, and urged the trades unionists to go 
to Sunday-school. 

On Saturday, November 3, the evening paper had 
an editorial on the Sunday-school, with an able ser- 
mon by the Rev. C. L. Overstreet, of the Presby- 
terian Church, on the Bible. The “lead” of the 
church notices was given to the Sunday-school. A 
paid advertisement was inserted in both the morning 
and evening papers, while a red “Go to Sunday- 
school” line was given by the evening paper at the 
bottom of the page on Saturday, November 3. 

Pérsonal invitations were sent to hundreds of 
homes by Bible classes and other branches of the 
church. 

Sunday, November 4, was bright and sunshiny. 
Each school had a choice program, some using the 
one suggested by the International Sunday School 
Association, others using their own. Hundreds of 
newcomers were given a cordial welcome, and each 
school had the largest attendance in its history. The 
First Presbyterian Sunday-school had 436, fully 
twenty percent increase. The Trinity Methodist had 
more than five hundred. Reports from other schools 
gave the same gratifying increase in attendance. 
El Paso had discovered the Sunday-school. 

Not only this, but the Sunday-school as the Bible- 
teaching service of the church was given an impetus 
that will be productive of much good. The time was 
short to prepare, but Chairman Long’s enthusiasm 
was contagious, and pastor and people rallied 
heartily to the support and co-operation of his plans. 
—Alex. Duguid, El Paso, Texas. 
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LESSON 10, SEPTEMBER 8. CONQUERING EVIL 


Golden Text.—Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even reprove them—Ephesians §: 1h 





The Lesson Pilot 


Getting Started in Class 
T WAS at a Bible conference. The speaker on 
| the platform was giving a nesenes e that might have 
borne the title of this Sunday- ool lesson, “Con- 
> ag Evil.” A man with gloomy face sat alone in 
e rear gallery. As the meeting ended a Christian 
jen asked his name. 
“Never mind about my name. I am a minister; if 
that speaker is talking through his hat, I do not ex- 


pect to return to my pulpit or my family. And yet I 


doubt whether he can help me. It’s temper.” 

“No, the speaker cannot. But his Christ can. The 
speaker | himself has been delivered from a fierce 
temper.” 

The man seized the Christian worker by both arms 
with a grip so vise-like that it hurt. “Was that his 
difficulty?” he said, eagerly. 

At the next meeting by that platform speaker there 
was opportunity for testimony. This preacher who 
used to have a temper was first on his feet. “In a nine 
o'clock at night interview that I had with the speaker,” 
said he, “he said — that made me feel like 
killing him. He told me I had no business to preach 
a Christ who could not give me power over my 
own temper. I had been preaching for ten years. 

“My wife winced every time I spoke abruptly, and 
my children almost ran from me. 

“When the speaker and I concluded that interview 
I went to my room, walking to and fro, thinking, re- 
senting things said to me, yielding one moment to 
unbelief, and the next praying for victory. At one 
o'clock i turned my temper over to Christ, and an 
unshakable conviction that He would always win 
the victory for me henceforth took possession of my 
soul. I spent the rest of the night praying, and 
praising. To-day I sent this telegram to my wife: 

“*You have got a new husband, and he is coming 
to you as soon as this Convention is over.’’ 

“Overcoming evil!’”—is it possible’ to do so? 
(Griffith Thomas, Connection; Round-Table, 1.) 
“Victory in Christ” is full of good suggestions for 
teaching this lesson. It may be secured from The 
Sunday School Times at 50 cents, postage extra. A 
package of Victorious Life leaflets may be had at 25 
cents, from the Christian Life Literature Fund, 600 
Perry Building, Philadelphia. 


Our Background Material 


“Oh, I don’t believe in a personal devil.” Have 
you ever heard that statement made? The fact that 
Satan has persuaded such a host of individuals to be- 
lieve that he does not exist is one of the subtleties, the 
first of which he exhibited when he tempted our 
first parents. 

In the epistle from which part of this lesson is 
taken, Paul says, “For our wrestling is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against 
the powers, against the world-rulers of this dark- 
ness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.” Refer briefly to what the Bible 
has to say about these unseen wicked spirits in such 
passages as Job 1:6, 7; 2:1, 2; Zechariah 3:1 
Revelation 12:7, 12; Daniel 10:13, 20, 21; 1 Kings 
22: 19-22; Jude 9. 

In a fine old book, “Principalities and Powers,” by 
Charlotte Elizabeth, of which Edward Bickersteth 
wrote the introduction, there is a consideration from 
the Scripture itself of the superhuman energies of 
these unseen, vicious “powers.” 

“So far as they concern us,” says the author, “all 
may be summed up in three words, ‘hostility to man.’ 
He [Satan] sought to deface the work of creation, 
in its bright morning prime; and to a sad extent he 
succeeded: the work of redemption was undertaken, 
through the tender mercies of God, to repair that 
deadly breach; and to resist it is the perpetual aim 
of Satan and his angels. Alike to him is the task 
to impede a great national movement toward Christ, 
and to lure a little child from the way of righteous- 
ness. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly ‘locating the references. 

What does the tragic story of Naboth teach about 
overcoming evil? Mrs. Askew (1) gives a very satis- 
factory answer, in addition to suggesting a helpful 
plan for teaching the lesson. 

Notice the wonderful way in which the unseen 
hand of God guides the shuttle in the loom of hu- 
man destiny. God, in order to fulfil his word, had 
unleashed his human bloodhounds in a terrible man- 
hunt of vengeance (1 Kings 22:31). God also wove 
events together so as to fulfil literally his prediction 


Devotional a Rom. 12 : 21 to aa: 

Additional ial for Teachers : Deut. 138; Psa. 94 51265 Prov. 
ae 10; ag’ 12; Luke 4; 1-13; 19: bas ‘Rom. 7 :14to 8: 14; 
2 Tim. mS, 


mary Mer Timor V ja aS  — and do good, 


Junior macy Verse: Dan. x : 8. 
tory Material : Dan 1 : 8-20. 


. Senior, and Adult Topic: Temptations Resisted and 
s Strength. 


vil 

Additional Material: Lev. 19: 17; Psa. 399i 24; Prov. 9: 
8; 15: 5» 3%, 323 27; 5, 6; Matt. 6:1 La © 22: 31, 32; 
John 17:35; Rom. 14:21: 1 Cor. 9: 24-27 j Heb. 12 : 1-4 











[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 21 : 11-20; Eph. 5: 11-18) 


11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles 
who dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, 
according as it was written in the letters which she had 
sent unto them. 12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth 
ton high among the people. 13 And the two men, the base 
fellows, came in and sat before him: and the base fellows 
bare witness against him, even against Naboth, in the 
presence of the people, saying, Naboth did 2 curse God and 
the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, 
and stoned him to death with.stones. 14 Then they sent to 
Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 15 And it 
came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, 
and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take pos- 
session of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite,- which he 
refused to give thee for money; for Naboth is not alive, 
but dead. 16 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that 
Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

17 And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who 
dwelleth in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of 
Naboth, whither he is gone down to take possession of it. 
19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Je- 
hovah, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And 
thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, 
In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall 
dogs lick thy blood, even thine. 20 And Ahab said to 
Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he an- 
swered, I have found thee, because thou hast. sold thyself 
to do that which is evil in the sight of Jehovah. 

Eph. 5 : 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but rather even * reprove them; 12 for the things 
which are done by them in secret it is a shame even to 
speak of. 13 But all things when they are *reproved are 
made manifest by the light: for everything that is made 
manifest is light. 14 Wherefore he saith, ®° Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and: Christ shall shine 
upon thee. 

15 Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, 
but as wise; 16 *redeeming the time, because the days are 
evil. 17 Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. 18 And be not drunken with wine, 
wherein is riot, but be filled 7 with the Spirit. 


1Or, at the head of *Or, renounce *%Or, convict 
4Or, convicted 5&(?). Comp. 1 Tim. iii. 16. ®Gr. buy- 
ing up the opportunity. 7 Or, in spirit 
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through the prophet that “dogs shall eat Jezebel by 
the ramparts of Jezreel” (v. 23; 2 Kings 9: 30-37). 

Elijah’s prediction about the death of Ahab was 
fulfilled three years later, and that about the death 
of Jezebel sixteen years later, both to the letter. 
Has prophecy ever been fulfilled otherwise than lit- 
erally? If so, will not all unfulfilled portions of 
prophecy be literally fulfilled? “What Place Has 
Prophecy .in the Bible?” is a question discussed in 
the editorial on the first page of this issue. In it 
this far-reaching statement is made, “Prophecy con- 
stitutes the leading string of progress, the construc- 
tive factor throughout the whole Bible.” One of the 
best new books on prophecy is Dr. C. I. Scofield’s 
“What Do the Prophets Say?” (to be had from The 
Sunday School Times at 75 cents ne .) 

The story of Naboth incidentally fulfils another 
prophecy (1 Sam. 8: 14). 

Was Naboth doing right not to sell his inheritance? 
(Num, 36:7; Lev. 25:23; Griffith Thomas, I, 1). 
God had a wonderful land law for Israel. 

Jezebel was.a Bibie student, well posted on Jewish 
law. She made the false accusation that Naboth had 
broken a law of the Lord as given in Exodus 22: 28. 
Safan and sin have wrought some of their worst 
crimes under the cloak of religion. Which of the 
three kinds of Jewish laws, which Dr. Kyle dis- 
cusses in his remarkable archeological paper on page 
467, was it that Jezebel so infamously invoked? 

Jezebel was a heathen princess from Pheenicia. 
“Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” 
(2 Cor. 6:14). Griffith Thomas (I, 2 

It would be difficult to find a better analysis of 
this lesson than that of Dr. Griffith Thomas in the 
Lesson’s Main Message. 

Do you suppose that Ahab ever hoed in his garden 
of herbs after that day when Elijah met him? Mr. 
Kemp has an interesting suggestion about this in a 





comment on the passage don Monday reading in the 
Family Worship column. 

What part does conscience play in the overcoming 
of evil? Almost everything: in this issue seems to 
have a bearing on this lesson, and Dr. Robert E. 
Speer, in the Young People’s Prayer-Meeting, on 
page 474, has a most illuminating discussion o " this 
question. Contrast the picture of sin as the devil 
portrays it (Lesson Cartoon) with that which a mis- 
sionary saw, mentioned in the editorial note on the 
first page entitled, “Sin: A Parable from Africa.” 

It will be a temptation to use all the time on the 
Naboth story. Be careful to reserve enough to go 
over with the class Dr. Griffith Thomas’ study of 
temptation in the Graded Topics. A little book that 
will be found helpful i in popating this part of the les- 
son is “Temptation,” by Philip E. Howard (to be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, at 50 
cents net). Go on to Dr. Griffith Thomas’ won- 
derful lesson on the strategy of the Christian war- 
fare in the Heart of the Lesson, noting especially the 
three kinds of Christian armor. His reference to the 
armor of light will help in explaining the references 
to light in the Ephesian passage (Eph. 5:8). (IV, 6). 
This lesson deals with the Christian’s walk. It ap- 
peals for separation from sin (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 

, LJ 

What is meant by “redeeming the time”? Isn’t this 
one way of overcoming evil? 

That is a striking statement in this connection 
which Mr. Ridgway (1) quotes from a missionary. 


Pucker, in organizing his class for a drive against , 


Satan and sin, is quite modern in his illustrations, 
and in verses 12 and 13 they found a “smoke screen” 
(Rogers, 1), and in verses-19 and 20 a “gas mask” 
(Rogers, 2) 

This lesson may be used with temperance applica- 
tions, although The Sunday School Times used the 
lesson of ‘ “Growing Stronger,” the fifth lesson of 
this Quarter, as the temperance lesson for the 
Quarter (Eph. 5:18). The_Busy Man’s Corner is 
full of good -temperance suggestions, and. Mrs. 


: Bryner (1) suggests several excellent plans for ‘teach- 


ing children about temperance in an up-to-date way. 

Admiral Jellicoe’s advocacy of sobriety in the fleet 
before going into action is a striking tribute to the 
value of temperance in a Navy. (Round-Table, he 
See the editorial note on the first page, “Making th 
Map White.” 

The Truth that Is Golden 

“He that is in you is greater than he that is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). He that is in the world is 
indeed a terrible enemy. He could bring sin into 
Eden and make men crucify God in the person of the 
Son. Yet Jesus is greater than he. If we yield to 
and trust him, He “giveth us the victory” (Mrs. 
Askew, 2). 

Sin separates from God, but God separates from 
sin, and we can only separate ourselves from sin by 
yielding to the rich fulness of the indwelling Christ. 
Teaching Points 

The church at Pentecost and just after got farther 
away from the sin of covetousness than at any time 
in its history. In this it was literally fulfilling verse 
18, of the second part of the lesson. 

Singing is a good weapon in fighting evil (Ephe- 
sians 5:19; Round-Table, 2). It helps soldiers to go 
into battle singing. There is very little song in 
heathen lands. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 
Was Ahab’s repentance sincere? (Dr. Thomas, I, 3.) 


Can Christ save a “degenerate”? See the Rev. 
J. J. D. Hall’s article on page 468. 

In what way was Ahab’s pouting an index to his 
character? (Griffith Thomas, I, 1.) 

7 a Christian ever take revenge? (Rom. 
12: 19. 

Is victory earned or a gift? 

How much does Satan know? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’ 3s Lesson 

{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 


Suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Winning the World to Christ 

(Matt. 5: 13-16; 28: 18-20; Acts 16: 6-15; Neh. 1: 1-11). 

Does the Christian Church know its marching 
orders? In this day when the word “enlistment” i 
so universally in every mouth, are there not too many 
slackers asking for exemption ? The man of Mace- 
donia to-day is the unevangelized man in the un- 
reached fields, the last frontiers. What are they? 


What constitutes a call to the mission field? 


Are you sure that it is the Holy Ghost /that is 
hindering you from going to the mission field? 



















































































LESSON FOR SEPT, 8 (2 Kings: : 1-29; Eph: s:6-2r) 





The Lesson as a: Whole 


By Rev. emacs W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—The Christian soon finds he has to 
face a terrible foe, the awful fact and power of sin 
within him and around him. Life is not always 
smooth and easy, but notwithstanding the difficul- 
ties and perils, victory is possible-and, indeed, we can 
be “more than conquerors” (Rom. 8: 37). The pres- 
ent lesson deals | one gwd with this thought of evil 
and its conquest, first by means of an incident from 
oe = Testament and then a solemn appeal from 
the New. 


Books for Study.—“The Pulpit Commentary” on 
1 Kings will be found useful (Funk and Wagnalls, 
New York City, $2), and for Ephesians, among sev- 
eral important Commentaries, the volume in the 
“Cambridge Bible for Schools,” by Bishop Moule, of 
Durham, England, is specially valuable (George P. 
Putnam’s Sons, New York, 50 cents net). 

I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Ahab was the seventh king of the Northern king- 
dom of Israel and reigned, about twenty-two years. 
He had a summer palace in Jezreel, where Naboth 
lived. His wife, Jezebel, was a Phoenician princess. 

The King—Weak Wickedness (1 Kings 21: 1-4). 
The king desired possession of Naboth’s property, 
simply to suit his own convenience and to gratify his 
own wish, but there were two reasons why the trans- 
fer was forbidden to Naboth. On the human side it 
was the inheritance received from his fathers, and 
still more, there was a religious reason why he 
should not part with the field (Num. 36:7; Lev. 
25:23). So that his opposition was not merely senti- 
mental, still less prompted by ill-will. The ~king’s 
foolish disappointment was soon seen, and the weak 
rage and childish sulking are noteworthy character- 
istics of a feeble and selfish nature accustomed to be 
humored and not thwarted. We see in this the 
misery of unbridled selfishness and the danger of 
unregulated desires, because weakness is certain to 
degenerate into wickedness. (1) 


The Queen—Strong Wickedness (vs. 5-10). She 
taunted her husband with his weakness, showing 
scorn and contempt for him, as though to say, “Is 
that all the trouble?” telling him also that she would 
éasily obtain what he wanted. Lady Macbeth simi- 
larly taunted her husband in Shakespeare’s play: “In- 
firm of purpose, give me the dagger.” Then with a 
cunning method the queen perverted the people by 
using Ahab’s authority and employing religion in the 
bold order given. There was no mincing of matters, 
although in reality it was commanding a murder to 
be perpetrated. The queen’s cynical disregard for 
decency is terrible and shows the depths of sin possi- 
ble to the human heart. She plotted and accom- 
plished her purpose without a quiver of feeling. 
Jezebel, as a woman, is a striking illustration of the 
saying: . “The corruption of the best is the worst.” (2) 

The Elders—Cowardly Wickedness (vs. 11-14). In 
their subservient obedience they were completely 
ready to obey the queen’s order, and without any 
hesitation they complied. Perhaps it was due to fear 
of Jezebel, or hope of reward, or jealousy of Naboth. 
First came the mock trial with its careful prepara- 
tion and false witnesses, and then the atrocious mur- 
der. Thus, we have here the double blackness of 
cowardice and wickedness. The former by itself is 
always contemptible; the latter is always odious, but 
when they are combined each becomes blacker than 
before. These men were mere time-servers, and in- 
stead of taking the fine opportunity of rebuking 
wickedness and shielding the innocent, they yielded 
to the wicked order of the queen. 

The Prophet—Triumphant Justice (vs. 16-24). 
Five years had elapsed since Elijah was at Horeb 
(1 Kings 19), and now he was out again at work, 
called back by God to do special service. There was 
no flight now (1 Kirigs 19:3), but a fearless facing 
of the king, proclaiming God’s vengeance and proving 
the Divine claim. He showed the certainty of the 
divine retribution, which would take place in God’s 
time. Ahab, in his blindness, thought of Elijah as 
an enemy (v. 20), but in reality he was his own worst 
enemy, and Elijah his best friend. 

The Lord—Longsuffering Goodness (vs. 25-29). 
When this message came to Ahab, he showed signs 
of repentance, and although perhaps it was only 
superficial, yet, as it was sincere so far as it went, 
God announced to Elijah that the evil predicted 
should not fall in his day, but in that of his son. 
Thus, God is “not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). (3) 

The Believer—Absolute Separation (Eph. 5: 6-14). 
This section of the Epistle is part of the larger ex- 
hortation of Paul dealing with the personal life of 
the Church at Ephesus (4:17 to 5:21), and these 
verses are a call to entire separation from evil, the 
figure of light and darkness running through them 
and showing the utter impossibility of any compro- 
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mise. Every form of sin in thought, word, and deed 
is to be faced and avoided in the power of the living 
Christ (v. 14). (4) 

The Believer—Careful Conduct (vs. 15-21). Then 
comes the positive and definite appeal to act wisely 
(v. 15), because of the evil around. In particular, 
they were to be at once emptied of the evil spirit of 
alcohol and filled with the Holy Spirit of God, and 
then manifest the true life in a variety of ways (vs. 
19-21). (5) 

Devotional -—Romans 12:21 to 13: 10. 
The first verse is the closing word of the appeal in 
chapter 12 and shows the secret of true victory by 
overcoming evil with good. This is “the expulsive 


power of a new affection.” Then after the spiritual , 


relations of chapter 12 come other relations which 
also call for true life and victory: 13: 1-7, the Chris- 
tian’s duty to the State; vs. 8-10, the Christian’s duty 
to the citizens of the State. The last section shows, 
first, the debt that can be fully paid and, then, the 
debt that can never’ be paid. Verses 1-7 show that 
our life is to be expressed in submission, and verses 
8-10 that our life is to express itself in love. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 
Deuteronomy 9:18; Psalm 94:16; Proverbs 17: 


10; 25: 12; Luke 4: 1-13; 19: 41-48; Romans 7:14 to 


8:14; 2 Timothy 4: 2. 
It will be seen that evéry passage used here is in 


some way connected with the reproof of evil, as sug- 
gested by the Golden Text. 


1. Deuteronomy 9:18. (1) The character of the 
sin; (2) the consequences. . 


2. Psalm 94:16. (1) The call; (2) the cause. — 

; 3, Proverbs 17:10. (1) Sin rebuked; (2) sin real- 
ized. 

4. Proverbs 25:12. (1) The reproof of evil; (2) 
the respect of obedience; (3) the revelation of 
beauty. 

5. Luke 4: 1-13. (1) The peril of temptation; (2) 
the protection of truth; (3) the power of triumph. 

6. Luke 19: 41-48. (1) Sin; (2) sorrow; (3) suf- 
fering. 

7. Romans 7:14 to 8:14. (1) The power of sin; 
(2) the powerlessness of self; (3) the provision of 
the Spirit. 

8. 2 Timothy 4:2. A fivefold call to Christian 
workers. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: -Temtta- 
tions Resisted and Evil Overthrown in Christ's 
Strength. (Additional Material: Lev. 19:17; Psa. 
139: 19-24; Prov. 9:8; 15:5, 31, 32; 27:5, 6; Matt. 6: 
13; Luke 22: 31, 32; John 17: 15; Rom. 14: 21; 1 Cor. 
9: 24-27; Heb. 12:1-4). The lesson provides a spe- 
cial opportunity of considering the vital subject of 
temptation in the Christian life and how it is to be 
met and overcome. The presence of sin is a great 
mystery, but as God has provided abundant grace, 
there is no need for us ever to suffer defeat. 4 

1. The Fact of Temptation. It comes from three 
sources: the devil (1 Pet. 5:8); the world; the flesh. 
The first may be called the enemy above us; the sec- 
ond, the enemy around us; the third, the enemy 
within us. The devil tempts us to doubt, disbelieve, 
and disobey God. The world, as the order of things 
around us, separated from God, sometimes manifests 
actual evil and sometimes reveals possible evil. The 
flesh is the evil principle within, which again may in- 
volve the use of what is wrong, or else the abuse of 
what is right. 

2. The Reason for Temptation. It comes from an 
enemy whose malignity is great against Christ and 
his followers. It is also a test to show whether we 
are real or not, while it is a factor in our character, 
because victory strengthens us. 


3. The Manifestation of Temptation. Sometimes 
it comes after blessing (Luke 4:1). Sometimes it is 
felt during a time of trial, bodily, or mental, or emo- 
tional. 

4. The Truth About Temptation. Temptation is not 
sin, for only yielding is sinful, nor is it necessarily 
hurtful if we meet it in God’s strength, and it is cer- 
tainly limited (1 Cor. 10: 13). 

5. The Attitude in Temptation. There should be a 
holy fear of the power of sin, a consciousness of our 
weakness against the subtlety of sin, together with a 
stern resistance to the allurements of evil. 

6. The Victory Over Temptation. The first secret 
is faith, because Christ has already overcome the 
devil, the world and the tesh, and we are by simple 
trust to enter into his victory (1 John 5:4; 1 Pet. 
5:9; Eph. 6:16). This will at once lead to fellow- 
ship, and in our occupation of heart with Christ we 
shall have grace and strength. In turn will come 
faithfulness, and our loyalty to the Word of God and 
our loving obedience to Christ will show that we are 
really immune from temptation in proportion as we 
are protected by Christ. Thus we shall live and grow 
and overcome. The torchlight of faith will be kept 
alight even in the winds of temptation, until at length 
hereafter sin will be foréver gone. 
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IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The relation of the Christian to evil within and 
around is one of the most vital questions of daily 
life, and in this warfare there are three requirements. 


1. A Knowledge of Our Foes. It is possible to un- 
derrate them, but this is dangerous and often disas- 
trous. They are many, active, vigilant, crafty, un- 
tiring, formidable. It is also possible to overrate 
them, but this is depressing, discouraging, and dis- 
heartening. They are mighty, but not almighty; wise, 
but not all-wise; potent, but not omnipotent. It is 
best to understand them, and they are three in num- 
ber: (1) the world; (2) the flesh; (3) the devil, 
with his works and wiles (see also above). 

2.A Knowledge of our Resources. There is a 
threefold armor mentioned in the New Testament. 
(1) The armor of righteousness for the world (2 
Cor. 6:7). This will keep us from despair by the 
revelation of righteousness for a guilty past. It will 
also prevent us from lowering the standard by pro- 
viding us righteousness for the needs of the present. 
This armor is for the right hand and the left, for 
attack and defense. (2) The armor of light for the 
flesh (Rom. 13:12). Light protects, dazzles, baffles, 
reveals. The light of sincerity, the light of purity, the 
light of joy, the light of love—each forms our 
armor. £3) The armor of God for the devil (Eph. 
6:11). e devil’s works are overcome by the right- 
eousness of God, and his wiles by the wisdom of God. 
Thus we have the panoply of God and are armed at 
every point (Eph. 6: 11, 13). (6) 

3. A Right Use of Our Resources. (1) We must 
first be in the right place, “in the Lord” (Eph. 6: 10). 
Then we shall realize what his strength means. (2) 
Then we must take up and maintain the right atti- 
tude, “put on” (Eph. 6:11), “take up” (Eph. 6: 13, 
16, 17). Christ is our armor, and faith puts Christ 
between us and our foes. Thus, by contact with 
Christ, committal to him, and control by him, we 
shall be safe, strong, arid satisfied. 


V. Leading Questions 
Why was Naboth unwilling to give his land to the 


‘king? 


What was the basest element in this plot? 

What features stand out clearest in Elijah in this 
story? 

What passage in Romans 2 is illustrated by the 
divine action in verse 29? 

What other spiritual fruit (v. 9) is mentioned in 
the New Testament? (Gal. 5.) 

Where else in the New Testament is the thought of 
light found to teach moral lessons? 

Where else can the contrast be found between 
wine and the Holy Spirit? 

What four proofs of the fulness of the Spirit are 
here shown? (vs. 19-21.) 


Wycurre CoLiece, Toronto, 
ue 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Friends or Enemies.—Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy? And he answered, I have found thee, because 
those hast sold thyself to do that which is evil (v. 20). 
Not many Sunday-school teachers would have se- 
lected these Scriptures for a temperance lesson. But 
to show that the good old Book hits iniquity of all 
sorts all the way through we shall make this as good 
a temperance lesson as its many predecessors. Was 
Elijah really Ahab’s enemy, or his friend? The an- 
swer to this question you will read in 2 Kings 9: 33, 
37, and 2 Chronicles 22:7, which indicate the finish 
of Ahab and his evil genius. Elijah would have 
saved Ahab and his family. The folks who are work- 
ing to put the liquor-seller out of business are his 
best friends did he but know it. I know hundreds of 
rum-fighters but I never knew one who hated the 
rumseller. They hate the business. According to the 
awful record I have here in my library, the rum- 
sellers of Chester County put out of business would 
mean escape from poverty, shame, delirium tremens, 
disgrace, suicide, violent death, and things too -horri- 
ble to name. In a little city in Pennsylvania is a 
man who owns a big interest in a booze factory and 
a small interest in a bank. When he goes away from 
home and is asked his business he replies, “banker.” 
Do you know any other business on earth where an 
owner who is merely a bank director does that? Well, 
just this tells the whole booze story. 


Influence Destroyers.—Have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even reprove 
them (Eph. 5:11). Several years ago Deacon Bar- 
rett, of the Ebenezer Church, used to sell butter to 
the principal drunk factory in town. He and “the 
Major,” the landlord, used to be very “thick.” The 
influence of the deacon as a churchman was nil. 
When they would have revivals over at Ebenezer, 
and the deacon was in evidence, the sinners on the 
back benches would just laugh in their sleeves. The 
man who is a Christian and is against this greatest 
of curses cannot go off on trips with rummakers and 
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rumsellers, no matter what the personal 
qualities of the man whose rum mill 
turns out the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness. A high official of the State passes 
through this town on the Lincoln High- 
way every little while back and forth to 
Harrisburg. He is a friend of one of 
our worst hotel-keepers and invariably 
stays with him. This official claims to 
be a great temperance advocate. But 
Coatesville folks point to the big auto- 
mobile with the figure one on it standing 
in front of the hotel and just “laff.” The 
official is a good man, but his fellowship 
is his mistake so far as a good opinion 
of him in Coatesville is concerned. The 
churchman must always be a gentleman. 
I can say “Good-morning, Tom,” “Good- 
morning, Jake,” when our saloon men 
salute—but we never go fishing.together, 
nor pick each other up in our automo- 
biles. And as home-destroyers I am 
“agin them” from sun up to sun down. 
“There is a reason.” 


“Safety First.”—Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil (v. 16). I have 
just come from a missionary meeting in 
which Miss Mcllvain, of Trenton, was 
the speaker. In closing her excellent 
address she cried, “Oh, God! And it 
costs so much to kill a man in Europe 
and so little to save a soul in China!” 
Redeeming the time means buying up 
the opportunity (Col. 4:5; Rom, 13:11). 
The authorities at Harrisburg ordered 
all shops and mills to put wire guards 
around all machinery in the overdoing 
of a wise “safety first” propaganda. I 
wrote the Commissioner that if the 
State was really sincere in its safety 
program and really and truly wanted to 
save life and limb it should put steel 
guards around all the humming gin mills 
uptown. It is up there that men trip 
for their fall into the cogs and the pits. 
All records show that “blue Monday” is 
the accident day. Men getting over the 
Saturday sip and the Sunday soak are 
rum dumb, and all ready for the fool- 
killer that lurks where wheels whirl and 
furnaces flare. The days are indeed evil 
in those commonwealths where the Hon. 
John Barleycorn is the political boss who 
runs things. Poor old Pennsylvania,— 
bounded on the east by New Toree on 
the “lightning,” on the south by Dela- 
ware on the Deandewing on the west by 
Ohio “over the Rhine,” on the north by 
New York on “the Great White Way.” 
The Governor of Kansas said to me one 
day, “Ridgway, folks out West wouldn’t 
stand for two minutes what you Penn- 
sylvanians do.” The West and South 
are getting rid of evil days by buying up 
the opportunity to biff old John right be- 
tween the eyes! (1) 


Sour Grapes.—Be ye not foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is 
(v. 17). In the Iran Rose class I asked 
last Sunday why it was the Avenue had 
abundance and the Alley not enough to 
go around? Why are some folks in 
town prosperous and others poor? What 
is the will of God concerning the earthly 
life of man? Would God have a man 
rich or poor? The men, nearly all wage- 
earners, seemed to be thoroughly con- 
vinced that if we could “cut out” booze 
we should “cut out” poverty. In this 
steel town every Christian family pros- 
pers in one or two generations. Almost 
every well-to-do man came out of a 
liquorless home. Nearly all the “can’t- 
get-along,” “on-the-ragged-edge,” “up- 
agin-it-when-the-mill-shuts-down” men 
are pant pe Bg or on-the-sly “booze 
histers,” as Uncle Billy calls them. The 
Bible teaches nothing plainer than that 
it is God’s plan that the pets of his cre- 
ation shall have the good things of earth 
now as well as the good things of heaven 
hereafter. And from Genesis to Reve- 
lation he uses every imaginable way, by 
precept and by promise, by warning and 
by direction, by metaphor and by letter, 
yea, so overwhelming is the will of the 
Lord for your good right here in this 
beautiful world right now. The sick, 
the lame, the halt, the blind? Remem- 
ber this. Onty a hundred years ago 
almost every man tippled and most got 
drunk. What is it the Book says about 
eating sour grapes? (Ezek. 18:2; Isa. 
3°10; Matt. 6: 26.) 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal | ustrat u a 
two dollars for the best one each week. 





Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 words 
be 


The Ichneumon’s Supply Source.— 
And Christ shall give thee light Cv. 14, 
A. V.). Naturalists tell of a small ani- 
mal called the ichneumon, which is not 
over two or three inches in size, but can 
defeat and destroy a venomous snake 
that is over a yard in length, and many 
times larger than itself. But it is notice- 
able that the ichneumon never fights 
over two or three feet away from a 
plant whose leaves contain the antidote 
for the snake bite. When the reptile 
plants its poisonous fangs in the little 
creature, at once it drags itself to the 
bush, chews a leaf, is instantly restored, 
and returns r-freshed and renewed to 
the conflict. After a little the ichneu- 
mon is bitten again, and feeling death 
creeping along the veins, flies at once to 
the shrub, takes another mouthful of the 
restoring leaf and returns with a new 
lease of strength and life to the battle. 
It is just a question of time. The snake 
grows weaker and weaker, while the ich- 
neumon is continually renewed. So 
after a while the larger animal goes 
down in the remarkable contest, while 
the little ichneumon flushed, triumphant, 
and jubilant, waves its right paw in the 
air. No matter how strong the. enemy 
may be, if we keep close to Christ 
ir and feed on Him, we are sure to 

victorious —Sent by Mrs. J. 
Conant, Granville, Ohio, (1) 


When Borrowed Tools Got Back. 
—Have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness, but rather 
even reprove them (Golden Text). 
Dr. G. Frederick Wright’s new book, 
“Story of My Life and Works,” tells 
this story of Charles G. Finney. In his 
sermon, “Sins of a Seared Conscience,” 
wherein one of the sins enumer- 
ated was that of borrowing tools and 
not returning them, it is said that Fin- 
ney stood up in thaold Oberlin meeting- 
house before his neighbors and fellow- 
professors and preached thus: “When I 
went to my tool-house yesterday with 
the men on hand to do my work I found 
it practically empty. esident Mahan 
had borrowed my plow and never sent it 
back. Professor Morgan had sent for 
my spade, and I don’t know where it is. 
Deacon Beecher has had a monkey 
wrench for so long 2 time that the mem- 
ory of man cannot recall how long ago 
it was. What does it mean that among 
the best of us there is such a careless- 
ness concerning our fundamental obli- 
gations?” And the sermon was effec- 
tive. The next morning before rosy- 
fingered dawn peeked over the prairie, 
one conscience-stricken neighbor, at- 
tempting to restore a saw horse which 
belonged to Dr. Finney, was attacked by 
the Finney watch dog and had to be 
rescued, and all the rest of the morning 
there was a stream of neighbors’ boys 
bearing borrowed tools, only part of 
which could Dr. Finney recognize as his 
property —Sent by Mrs. J. E. Conant, 
Granville, Ohio. 


The Parrot’s Confession.—Be not ye 
therefore partakers with them (v. 7). 
The crows, one spring, began to pull up 
a farmer’s young corn, so he loaded his 

n and went out to frighten them away. 

ow the -farmer had a parrot, who, 
when he saw the crows pulling up the 
corn, flew over and joned them. Pres- 
ently, bang! went the farmer’s gun, and 
when he went to see what execution he 
had done, he found to his surprise, be- 
side killing three crows, he had wounded 
his parrot. He took the bird home, and 
the children asked: “What did it, papa? 
What hurt our pretty Poll?” “Bad 





company! Bad company!” answered ‘the 
parrot, in a solemn voice. “Ay, that was 
it,” said the farmer. “Poll was with 
those wicked crows when I fired, and 
received a shot intended for them. Re- 
member the parrot’s fate, children. Be- 
ware of bad company!” Don’t go and 
mix with those who indulge in strong 
drink.”—From the Sunday Circle. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Soul’s Valley.—Singing 
and making melody with your heart to 
the Lord (v. 19). There is a valley in 
America called the Singing Valley, cov- 
ered over with loose fragments of 
broken stones and shingle, and when a 
morning breeze passes over it you may 
hear most melodious sounds issuing 
from all parts of it. Think of this as an 
emblem. A broken spirit’s débris or 
loose fragments may send forth sweet 
melody when the Spirit breathes over 
the valley. This soul of loose, broken 
thoughts and feelings, shattered toys, 
shivered hopes, smooth-worn cares, be- 
comes an A£olian harp in the Spirit’s 
hand.—From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (2) 


A Robber.—Be not drunken with 
wine, wherein is riot (v. 18). A Prot- 
estant well known in the University of 
Paris—Professor Charles Gide—is now 
probably the most influential teacher of 
economic ‘science in the whole of 
France. He calls attention to the enor- 
mous extent to which distilled spirits are 
now employed in the constitution of 
military explosives, in a quantity. equal 
to the whole annual production of them 
in France before the war, though that 

uantity used up as much grain as would 

eed all France for a month; so that a 
vast additional quantity has to be im- 
ported from America. “Every glass of 
liquor that we drink,” says M. Gide, 
“robs France either of bread or of shells. 
Why not -ration it, as we do meat, 
sugar, coal, and gas?”—From the Chris- 
tian Life. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, 
Eng. The prise for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. 


Target Practise and the Rum Ration, 
—Be not drunken with wine, wherein is 
riot (v. 18). Admiral Sir John Jellicoe 
is well known to be a keen temperance 
advocate. “If I were taking a fleet into 
action,” he said once, “I would see to it 
that no intoxicants were served out for 
at least twenty-four hours before.” “As 
regards straight shooting,” he said on 
another occasion, “it is every one’s ex- 
perience that abstinence is necessary for 
the highest efficiency.” In support of 
this he quoted the statement of Captain 
Ogilvy, the famous gunnery instructor, 
who has declared that the efficiency of 
the men has been proved by careful tests 
to be 30- percent worse after the issue 
of the rum ration than before it—From 
the Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


we 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast placed us in a world where evil 


does not stand aside from our daily path,, 


but attacks us in its own sudden and subtle 
ways. How could we walk with joy and 
with confidence without the assurance of thy 
presence and protection! We thank thee that 
thou dost give us of thy strength in meeting 
the evils of our day, and that thy grace is 
sufficient for us in victory over the sin that 
would ensnare us. May we be kept clear of 
any fellowship with the works of darkness. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you believe in 
obedience? Yes? But doesn’t it make 
a difference as to whom we are asked 
to obey? Of course! Jezebel told 
Ahab to arise, and take possession of 
Naboth’s vineyard, for Naboth was now 
dead. And he set out to do just that. 
Then the Lord spoke that same word, 


“arise,” to Elijah, but for what a very 


different purpose! What call to arise 
starts you in the path of obedience,—is 
it a thus saith evil, or thus saith the 
Lord? 
urgent. Sometimes it is only a whisper 





of a wish down deep in your heart. 


The voice isn’t always loud or 


AUGUST 24, 1918 


Greed spoke to Jezebel and to Ahab. 
God spoke to Elijah. . 





THE VOICE OF 4 ee 


WHICH DO ! OBEY? 











And greed, or covetousness, is only 
one, kind of voice that evil to us. 
Wickedness is many-si and Jezebel 
stands as a type of wicke Ss summed 


in one person. Do we turn with 
aeadhenee at the call of sin? Let’s see 
what that looks like in po oc letters, 
in contrast with God’s “Site 


THUS SAITH J pola 


Have you any question about which 
you ought to follow? Well, the world 
will try to confuse you, and Satan will 
do his worst. But, resting wholly in 
Christ, your victorious, empowering, 
ever-present Christ, for the victory he 
has gained for us, shall we not hear,. 
and follow; moment by moment, “Thus 
saith the Lord”? 


Franconia, N. H. 
ve 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Sound the battle cry.” 

“ Conquering now and still to conquer.” 

“ There’s a royal banner given for display.” 
“Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 

“Take time to be holy.” 

“ My soul at last a rest hath found.” 

“TI need Thee every hour.” 














(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 139 : 19-24 (281 : 1-4). 
Psalm 34: 1-22 (78 : 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 1-14 (53%: 1-3). 
Psalm 40 : 1-17 (93 : 1-3). 
Psalm 141.: 1-10 (283 :"1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 


By Mr. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—All people must 
learn to choose between things that 
help and things that harm. 


Notes.—Because a Temperance lesson 
is suggested for this Sunday, the most 
suitable .of the indicated portions of 
Scripture will be Daniel 1: 8-20. Verses 
1 to 7 should be studied for the right 
setting of the story. About a year ago 


in connection with lessons about the 
captivity. Daniel’s purpose and choice 
is worthy of frequent repetition. 

Introduction—According to location 
and experience the introductory material 
may vary, but should emphasize the 
choice between things which help and 
things which harm. For country chil- 
dren, the thought of harvest season may 
be used, something as follows: 


grew and ripened? during the summer is 
being gathered and stored away for 
winter use. If you had grown a field of 
a how would you choose to use it? 
ou might carry it to the mill to be 
ground into flour or meal to make 
bread, oatmeal, pancakes, and other food 
to help people to be strong; or, you 
might take the grain to the big brewer- 
ies, where it would be mashed and kept 
wet until it spoiled, to make drinks 
which have alcohol/in them, and they 
always harm people who use them. 

Do you know that each of you chil- 
dren has just one body in which you 
must live as long as you stay on this 
earth? Many times you must choose 
between things that will help your body 
to be strong, or the things that will 
harm it. Good food, pure water and 
milk, plenty. of sleep, some work ,and 
play,—all help to make people strong. 








the same story material was presented. 


During September much food which - 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (1 Kings 21 : 1-29; Eph. 5 /6-1) THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Our motto warns us of some things 


that may spoil: : 
“God gave me this good body, 
To grow both strong and tall: 
Tobacco helps to spoil it, 
And so does alcohol; 
Into my mouth they shall not go; 
When tempted, I will answer, No!” 
(1) 
Another Introduction—Many children 
have been away for a vacation visit per- 
Haps without father and mother. A few 
experiences might be given regarding 
some of those times when they had to 
choose for themselves between the 
things which are right and helpful and 
those which are wrong and harmful. It 
is at such times that children need to 
remember what they have been taught 
by kind parents and teachers. 


A Third Introduction —From city and 
country districts many young men have 
enlisted or been drafted to leave their 
homes, schools, offices, shops, factories, 
farms, etc. to go to great training 
camps, to learn to be soldiers, sailors, or 
airmen. Every day they must drill to 
make their bodies stronger; they must 
study in great schools the things that 
they need to learn. When they are 
trained they are examined before being 
chosen to go across the sea to help win 
the war. In our songs and prayers we 
ask our Heavenly Father to keep them 
safe and make them strong. They are 
sure to be tempted in many ways while 
so far away from home and friends. It 
will help them to be strong enough to 
Say no .o things. that harm, if they 
pray what many of them learned as chil- 
dren, “Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” (Daniel and his 
friends illustrate this.) 

“ Every time we resist temptation, 
It is easier for us to be strong.” 


‘Lesson Story—Last winter, before 
Christmas, General Allenby led some 
English soldiers into the very old city 
of Jerusalem, Into that city, hundreds of 
years ago, King Nebuchadnezzar led’ his 
soldiers. They broke down the city 
walls, the houses, and the temple, and 
carried many of the people away to a 
strange country. Among these were 
four fine big boys, Daniel and his three 
friends, who were chosen to be trained 
as helpers for King Nebuchadnezzar. 
These young men needed to learn a new 


language and the different customs of | 


this strange country. 

Their training would last for three 
years. They were strong, bright boys, 
ready to work and study hard. As chil- 
dren, in Jerusalem, they had been taught 
to take care of their bodies, also to eat 


and drink the things that would keep | 
them well and strong, and never to use | 
any wine or strong drink. When their 


trainer provided wine, Daniel made up 
his mind (v. 8a), then spoke out bravely. 


In Bible language repeat his conversa- | 


Chil- | 


tion with the trainer (vs. 8b-14). 
dren are always interested in the results 


related in verses 15-20, which need no) 


repetition in this outkne. 


After the Story—We like to speak of 


these four brave boys as Daniel’s Band, 
and we like to sing “Dare to be a Daniel, 
dare to stand alone.” 

For babies and little children, parents 
must choose what is best for them, and 
parents must teach Primary children as 
old as you to choose what is best, but 
many times you must choose for your- 
selves when going to and from school 
or on an errand or when playing. Chil- 
dren who afe sure they want to choose 
the right might form a Daniel’s Band. 
Children who are willing to do without 
the food which the soldiers need and to 
use other things, are the kind to belong 
to a Daniel’s Band. 


Peoria, ILL. 
we 


Is any part of Sunday a drag and a 
bore to the children? Of course it 
Shouldn’t be. But how can we do differ- 
ently? One way to make a start is to 
get a book like “Pleasant Sunday After- 
noons for the Children,” by John T. 
Faris, published by The Sunday School 
Times Company at 50 cents, and see how 
@ great many parents have managed. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. A true story, “The Conqueror” (1 


Kings 21: 1-29). 
2. The Christian’s attitude towards 
evil. 


3. The secret of conquering strength. 











| that a Christian must 


IRLS love the dramatic. Girls ad- 

mire courage. Never were these 
two more splendidly combined than in 
our lesson story for to-day. Present 
“Elijah, the Conqueror” as vividly as 
possible, leaving all discussion of the 
subject he exemplifies to follow the 
telling of his story. 


1. Begin with a prologue, a rapid 
sketch of the dramatic events in his life 
which preceded this one; 1 Kings 17, 
18, and 19. However brief this must be 
let his fearless fight against evil in high 
places be the point of emphasis in each 
event. Upon this background present 
chapter 21 as.a dramatic reading, ap- 
pointing four girls to read the parts of 
Ahab, Naboth, Jezebel, and Elijah, and 
a fifth to read all connecting parts as 
they become necessary. The chapter 
falls into three fine scenes: (1) Ahab 
and Naboth (vs. 1-4) (2) Ahab and 
Jezebel, in two parts (vs. 5-7, and 8-16) ; 
(3) Ahab and Elijah (vs. 17-20, and 27, 
28). Get the girls together on Saturday, 
or before school on Sunday morning, 
and practise this reading enough to 
make it worthy the fine quality of the 
text. It is one of the most vivid chap- 
ters in this m st vivid book of the Old 
Testament. The American Standard 
Version will eliminate certain difficul- 
ties in the Authorized text. If any of 
your girls are looking towards teacher- 
training this chapter affords a perfect 
example of a good story, as well as a 
striking instance of the right attitude 
towards evil. (1) 


2. And now for a frank discussion of 
that question. In this militant and 
military age there will be few to com- 
bat the repeated ageching of Scripture 

ght and fight 
hard the evil he finds in this world. Per- 
haps this little outline of Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan’s will stick to your girls’ 
memory, and frame up your lesson for 
you: 


4 





What should be the Christian’s atti- 


‘tude towards 


God? Confidence, communion, co- 
operation. ; 

Men? Sincerity, sympathy, service. 

Evil? Antipathy, antagonism, au- 
thority. 


What words of Scripture can we find 
in support: of these last three points? 


| And how are they reconciled with its 
| outstanding teaching of love for all 


men? Let us see. Psalm 139: 19-24 
speaks in plain terms of that hatred of 
evil which can dwell in the heart that 
prays at the same time: 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
Try me, and know my thoughts; 
And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting.” 


Jesus’ own example is our higtest au- 
thority for direct antagonism toward 
evil—which can but follow a real an- 
tipathy in the heart, as we see it time 
after time in his deeds and words. His 
deliberate and stern severity in twice 
driving the evil-doers out of the temple 
is one clear-cut instance of this. In 
Psalm 94:16 we find a clear call for the 
courage to fight against workers of in- 
iquity. That Jesus regarded the devil 
and all his works with authority, not 
with fear, none deny who know his life, 
but how few of us realize that he would 
give us this same po ition of authority, 
always remembering the final and utter 
defeat that is coming upon God’s great 
enemy. See Mark 16:17, 18 for Jesus’ 
own words conferring authority towards 
evil upon “them that believe” in his 
name. What a blessed deliverance such 
truth must bring to those who live all 
their lives in abject terror of evil spirits, 
as millions do in those lands still without 
Gospel light! 

3. But how can we claim such strength 
to conquer the evil that we know is 
within our own hearts? For it is often 
easier to fight openly the evil around us 
than to wage a conquering warfare 
against that constant foe within. How 
can we fear defeat when we remember 
that Jesus has prayed for us at just this 
point?’ (John 17:15.) And we see in 
Peter’s case (Luke 22: 31, 32 with John 
21:15-17) that his prayer is answered 
even in spite of our worst failures. 
With our entire dependence upon him 
(Phil. 4:13) we can say, with Paul (1 
Cor. 15:57), “Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week . 
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Jesus Christ!” Our one fear and car 
and prayer must be to keep our eyes 
fixed upon him in the fight. (2) 


Home Study 

Keep on reading 1 Corinthians 13. k 
is the secret spring beneath the Chris. 
tian life——the kind of love that makes 
us strong to fight for the right., Read 
also Romans 12: 21 to 13: 10, and Prov- 
erbs 17:10; 9:8; 15:5, 31, 32; 27:5,6 

ATLANTA, GA, 


Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View % 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





. How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A war that needs boys; 
danger of being captured by sin. 

Main points: Christ our star shell; 
deceivers as Satan’s spies; impurity a 
dangerous sector; secrecy an evil smoke 
screen; praise our gas mask; love our 
banner. 

Illustrations: A boy with slimy hair; 
Paul and Silas; Y. M. C. A: songs. 











ELL, we're back in school again, 

and all we can talk about is war 
and soldiers, etc. It comes into every 
lesson, and we even had it in Sunday- 
school to-day. Bert and Fred were 
wishing they were old enough to be sol- 
diers, and teacher said they could be; 
that there is a war going on all the 
time with no age limit; the war between 
good and evil, Christ and Satan. He 
believes that every fellow is a soldier 
on one side or the other, even we boys. 
There are officers and privates, fighters 
and nurses, every form of service on 
both sides, and “he that is not with me 
is against me.” 

Of course every soldier of Jesus 
Christ ought to do the enemy as much 
harm as he can, fighting saloons and all 
that, but he also must watch so as not 
to be captured himself for a prisoner. 
Teacher says if we go down in the 
West End we'll see lots of poor down 
and outs whom Satan has captured and 
keeps inside.a stockade of sin. But 
there are also lots of prisoners in the 
uptown stores and offices, and none of 
us are safe unless we obey orders and 
use the precautions provided. 

We turned to the lesson in Ephesians 
five to see what some of these precau- 
tions are. First I pointed out a star 
shell in verse fourteen, to light up what 





the enemy is doing. Christ is our star 
shell. Old Satan can’t surprise us or 
fool us as to right and wrong if we 
just keep looking to Christ for light. 

| Some spies in verse six came next. 
| That was Bert’s home question. So he 
read the verse and told how some fel- 
| lows out at Scout camp last Summer 
; tried to make him believe that there 
is no harm in a game of cards, “just the 
| same as authors, or anything like that.” 
Bert said he knew that was pro-Satan 
propaganda. So he just shut those spies 
up by saying cards would hurt his con- 
science and that made them wrong for 
| him, and if there was no harm in them 
| why did all converted gamblers hate 
| them so, and why didn’t new converts 
| thank God for being saved from au- 
|thors? So they sneaked off and left 


| | him, 


Bumps had verses three and four to 
find a dangerous sector. -He said he 
supposed it was impurity. Teacher 
talked a while about keeping our minds 
| clean as well as our bodies. He said we 
| couldn’t imagine a self-respecting boy 
| going around with his hair full of slime 
| from the sewer. Yet there were boys 
who allowed their minds to be full of 
slimy, filthy thoughts, and a clean mind 
is more important than a clean body. 

“What’s the harm in a little joking 
now and then?” asked Bulldog, looking 
at verse four. Teacher explained that 
foolish talking or jesting meant smutty 
stories and nasty jokes, the kind some 
fellows are always telling. He says 
Christ wants us to have lots of fun, just 
so it is clean and such as Jesus could 
share. He thinks coarse jokes, if kept 
up, make a fellow almost sure of capture 
on this dangerous sector. 

A smoke screen was 





what 


Fatty 
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rumsellers, no matter what the personal 
qualities of the man whose rum mill 
turns out the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness. A high official of the State passes 
through this town on the Lincoln High- 
way every little while back and forth to 
Harrisburg. He is a friend of one of 
our worst hotel-keepers and invariably 
stays with him. This official claims to 
be a great temperance advocate. But 
Coatesville folks point to the big auto- 
mobile with the figure one on it standing 
in front of the hotel and just “laff.” The 
official is a good man, but his fellowship 
is his mistake so far as a good opinion 
of him in Coatesville is concerned. The 
churchman must always be a gentleman. 
I can say “Good-morning, Tom,” “Good- 
morning, Jake,” when our saloon men 
salute—but we never go fishing.together, 
nor pick each other up in our automo- 
biles. And as home-destroyers I am 
“agin them” from sun up to sun down. 
“There is a reason.” 


“Safety First.”—Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil (v. 16). I have 
just come from a missionary meeting in 
which Miss Mcllvain, of Trenton, was 
the speaker. In closing her excellent 
address she cried, “Oh, God! And it 
costs so much to kill a man in Europe 
and so little to save a soul in China!” 
Redeeming the time means buying up 
the opportunity (Col. 4:5; Rom. 13: 11). 
The authorities at Harrisburg ordered 
all shops and mills to put wire guards 
around all machinery in the a aay 
of a wise “safety first” propaganda. 
wrote the Commissioner that if the 
State was really sincere in its safety 
program and really and truly wanted to 
save life and limb it shoul put steel 
guards around all the humming gin mills 
uptown. It is up there that men trip 
for their fall into the cogs and the pits. 
All records show that “blue Monday” is 
the accident day. Men getting over the 
Saturday sip and the Sunday soak are 
rum dumb, and all ready for the fool- 
killer that lurks where wheels whirl and 
furnaces flare. The days are indeed evil 
in those commonwealths where the Hon. 
John Barleycorn is the political boss who 
runs things. Poor old Pennsylvania,— 
bounded on the east by New Jersey on 
the “lightning,” on the south by Dela- 
ware on the Brandywine, on the west by 
Ohio “over the Rhine,” on the north by 
New York on “the Great White Way.” 
The Governor of Kansas said to me one 
day, “Ridgway, folks out West wouldn’t 
stand for two minutes what you Penn- 
sylvanians do.” The West and South 
are getting rid of evil days by buying up 
the opportunity to biff old Sn right be- 
tween the eyes! (1) 


Sour Grapes.—Be ye not foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is 
(v. 17). In the Iran Rose class I asked 
last Sunday why it was the Avenue had 
abundance and the Alley not enough to 
go around? Why aye some folks in 
town prosperous and others poor? What 
is the will of God concerning the earthly 
life of man? Would God have a man 
rich or poor? The men, nearly all wage- 
earners, seemed to be thoroughly con- 
vinced that if we could “cut out” booze 
we should “cut out” poverty. In this 
steel town every Christian family pros- 
pers in one or two generations. Almost 
every well-to-do man came out of a 
liquorless home. Nearly all the “can’t- 
get-along,” “on-the-ragged-edge,” “up- 
agin-it-when-the-mill-shuts-down” men 
are out-in-the-open or on-the-sly “booze 
histers,” as Uncle Billy calls them. The 
Bible teaches nothing plainer than that 
it is God’s plan that the pets of his cre- 
ation shall have the good things of earth 
now as well as the good things of heaven 
hereafter. And from Genesis to Reve- 
lation he uses every imaginable way, by 
precept and by promise, by warning and 
by direction, by metaphor and by letter, 
yea, so overwhelming is the will of the 
Lord for your good right here in this 
beautiful world right now. The sick, 
the lame, the halt, the blind? Remem- 
-ber this. Onty a hundred years ago 
almost every man tippled and most got 
drunk. What is it the Book says about 
eating sour grapes? (Ezek. 18:2; Isa. 
3°10; Matt. 6: 26.) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The HIlustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
wi sent for a three-cent stamp. Al . 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Golden 


Short illustrations, of from ™ 1 or 

The Ichneumon’s Supply Source.— 
And Christ shall give thee light Cv. 14, 
A. V.). Naturalists tell of a small ani- 
mal called the ichneumon, which is not 
over two or three inches in size, but can 
defeat and destroy a venomous snake 
that is over a yard in length, and many 
times larger than itself. But it is notice- 
able that the ichneumon never fights 
over two or three feet away from a 
plant whose leaves contain the antidote 
for the snake bite. When the reptile 
plants its poisonous fangs in the little 
creature, at once it drags itself to the 
bush, chews a leaf, is instantly restored, 
and returns r-freshed and renewed to 
the conflict. After a little the ichneu- 
mon is bitten again, and feeling death 
creeping along the veins, flies at once to 
the shrub, takes another mouthful of the 
restoring leaf and returns with a new 
lease of strength and life to the baftle. 
It is just a question of time. The snake 
grows weaker and weaker, while the ich- 
neumon is continually renewed. So 
after a while the larger animal goes 
down in the remarkable contest, while 
the little ichneumon flushed, triumphant, 
and jubilant, waves its right paw in the 
air. No matter how strong the enemy 
may be, if we keep close to Christ 
— and feed on Him, we are sure to 
victorious.—Sent by Mrs: J.. E. 

Conant, Granville, Ohio. (1) 


When Borrowed Tools Got Back. 
—Have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness, but rather 
even negenee them (Golden Text). 
Dr. G. Frederick Wright’s new book, 
“Story of My Life and Works,” tells 
this story of Charles G. Finney. In his 
sermon, “Sins of a Seared Conscience,” 
wherein one of the sins enumer- 
ated was that of borrowing tools and 
not returfiing them, it is said that Fin- 
ney stood up in thaold Oberlin meeting- 
house before his neighbors and fellow- 
professors and preached thus: “When I 
went to my tool-house yesterday with 
the men on hand to do my work I found 
it practically empty. esident Mahan 
had borrowed my plow and never sent it 
back. Professor Morgan had sent for 
my spade, and I don’t know where it is. 
Deacon Beecher has had a monkey 
wrench for so long a time that the mem- 
ory of man cannot recall how long ago 
it was. What does it mean that among 
the best of us there is such a careless- 
ness concerning our fundamental obli- 
gations?” And the sermon was effec- 
tive. The next morning before rosy- 
fingered dawn peeked over the prairie, 
one conscience-stricken neighbor, at- 
tempting to restore a saw horse which 
belonged to Dr. Finney, was attacked by 
the Finney watch dog and had to be 
rescued, and all the rest of the morning 
there was a stream of neighbors’ boys 
bearing borrowed tools, only part of 
which could Dr. Finney recognize as his 
property —Sent by Mrs. J. E. Conant, 
Granville, Ohio. 


_ The Parrot’s Confession.—Be not ye 
therefore partakers with them (v. 7). 
The crows, one spring, began to pull up 
a farmer’s young corn, so he loaded his 
gun and went out to frighten them away. 
Now the -farmer had a parrot, who, 
when he saw the crows pulling up the 
corn, flew over and joned them. Pres- 
ently, bang! went the farmer’s gun, and 
when he went to see what execution he 
had done, he found to his surprise, be- 
side killing three crows, he had wounded 
his parrot. He took the bird home, and 
the children asked: “What did it, papa? 
What hurt our pretty Poll?” “Bad 


company! Bad company!” answered the 
parrot, in a solemn voice. “Ay, that was 
it,” said the farmer. “Poll was with 
those wicked ‘crows when I fired, and 
received a shot intended for them. Re- 
member the parrot’s fate, children. Be- 
ware of ‘bad company!” Don’t go and 
mix with those who indulge in strong 
drink.”—From the Sunday Circle. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Soul’s Bens oy Valley.—Singing 
and making melody with your heart to 
the Lord tv. 19). There is a valley in 
America called the Singing Valley, cov- 
ered over with loose fragments of 
broken stones and shingle, and when a 
morning breeze passes over it you may 
hear most melodious sounds issuing 
from all parts of it. Think of this as an 
emblem. A broken spirit’s débris or 
loose fragments may send forth sweet 
melody when the Spirit breathes over 
the valley. This soul of loose, broken 
thoughts and feelings, shattered toys, 
shivered hopes, smooth-worn cares, be- 
comes an olian harp in the Spirit’s 
hand.—From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (2) 


A Robber.—Be not drunken with 
wine, wherein is riot (v. 18). A Prot- 
estant well known in the University of 
Paris—Professor Charles Gide—is now 
probably the most influential teacher of 
economic ‘science in the whole of 
France. He calls attention to the enor- 
mous extent to which distilled spirits are 
now employed in the constitution of 
military explosives, in a quantity. equal 
to the whole annual production of them 
in France before the war, though that 

uantity used up as much grain as would 

eed all France for a month; so that a 
vast additional quantity has to be im- 
ported from America. “Every glass of 
liquor that we drink,” says M. Gide, 
“robs France either of bread or of shells. 
Why not ration it, as we do meat, 
sugar, coal, and gas?”’—From the Chris- 
tian Life. Sent by J, A. Clark, Leicester, 
Eng. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. 


Target Practise and the Rum Ration, 


riot (v. 18). Admiral Sir John Jellicoe 
is well known to be a keen temperance 
advocate. “If I were taking a fleet into 
action,” he said once, “I would see to it 
that no intoxicants were served out for 
at least twenty-four hours before.” “As 
regards straight shooting,” he said on 
another occasion, “it is every one’s ex- 
perience that abstinence is necessary for 
the highest efficiency.” In support of 
this he quoted the statement of Captain 
Ogilvy, the famous gunnery instructor, 
who has declared that the efficiency of 
the men has been proved by careful tests 
to be 30 percent worse after the issue 
of the rum ration than before it—From 
the Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (3) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast placed us in a world where evil 


but attacks us in its own sudden and subtle 
ways. How could we walk with joy and 
with confidence without the assurance of thy 
presence and protection! We thank thee that 
thou dost give us of thy strength in meeting 
the evils of our day, and that thy grace is 
- sufficient for us in victory over the sin that 
would ensnare us. May we be kept clear of 
any fellowship with the works of darkness. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you believe in 
obedience? Yes? But doesn’t it make 
a difference as to whom we are asked 
to obey? . Of course! Jezebel told 
Ahab to arise, and take possession of 
Naboth’s vineyard, for Naboth was now 
dead. And he set out to do just that. 
Then the Lord spoke that same word, 
“arise,” to Elijah, but for what a very 
different purpose! What call to arise 
starts you in the path of obedience,—is 
it a thus saith evil, or thus saith the 
Lord? ‘The voice isn’t always loud or 
urgent. Sometimes it is only a whisper 








—Be not drunken with wine, wherein is }. 


does not stand aside from our daily path,, 
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Greed yr to Jezebel and to Ahab. 
God spoke to Elijah. : 





THE VOICE OF a a 
WHICH DO ! OBEY? 


And post. or covetousness, is only 
one kind of voice that evil to us. 
Wickedness is many-sided, and Jezebel 
stands as a type of w s summed 
up in one person. Do we turn with 

ience at the call of sin? Let’s see 
what that looks like in big plain letters, 
in contrast with God’s calf: ° 


THUS SAITH J recy 


Have you any question about which 
you ought to follow? Well, the world 























will try to confuse you, and Satan will 


do his worst. But, resting wholly in 
Christ, ~your victorious, empowering, 
ever-present Christ, for the victory he 


and follow, moment by moment, “Thus 
saith the Lord”? 


Franconia, N. H. 
oe 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Sound the battle cry.” 

“ Conquering now and still to conquer.” 
“There’s a royal banner given for display.” 
“ Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 

“Take time to be holy.” 

“ My soul at last a rest hath found.” 

“TI need Thee every hour.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 139 : 19-24 (281 : 1-4). 
Psalm 34: 1-22 (78 : 1-4). 
Psalm 25 : 1-14 (53%: 1-3). 
Psalm 40 : 1-17. (93 : 1-3). 
Psalm 141: 1-10 (283 :1-3). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—All people must 

learn to choose between things that 
help and things that harm. 

Notes.—Because a Temperance lesson 
is suggested for this Sunday, the most 
suitable .of the indicated portions of 
Scripture will be Daniel 1: 8-20. Verses 
1 to 7 should be studied for the right 
setting of the story. About a year ago 
the same story material was 
in connection with lessons about the 
captivity. Daniel’s purpose and choice 
is worthy of frequent repetition. 

Introduction—According to location 
and experience the introductory material 
may vary, but should emphasize the 
choice between things which help and 
things which harm. For country chil- 
dren, the thought of harvest season may 
be used, something as follows: 


grew and ripened? during the summer is 
being gathered and stored away for 
winter use. If you had grown a field of 
ain, how would you choose to use it? 
ou might carry it to the mill to be 
ground into flour or meal to make 
bread, oatmeal, pancakes, and other food 
to help people to be strong; or, you 
might take the grain to the big brewer- 
ies, where it would be mashed and kept 
wet until it spoiled, to make drinks 
which have alcohol in them, and they 
always harm people who use them. 

Do you know that each of you chil- 
dren has just one body in which you 
must live as long as you stay on this 
earth? Many times you must choose 
between things that will help your body 
to be strong, or the things that will 
harm it. Good food, pure water and 
milk, plenty. of sleep, some work and 





of a wish down deep in your heart. 





play—all help to make people strong. 




















has pent for us, shall we not hear,. 


resented. 


During September much food which - 
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Our motto warns us of some things 
that may spoil: : 
“God gave me this good body, 

To grow both strong and tall: 

Tobacco helps to spoil it, 

And so does alcohol; 

Into my mouth they shall not go; 

When tempted, I will answer, No!” 


(1) 


Another Introduction—Many children 
have been away for a vacation visit per- 
Haps without father and mother. A few 
experiences might be given regarding 
some of those times when they had to 
choose for themselves between the 
things which are right and helpful and 
those which are wrong and harmful. It 
is at such times that children need to 
remember what they have been taught 
by kind parents and teachers. 


A Third Introduction —From city. and 
country districts many young men have 
enlisted or been drafted to leave their 
homes, schools, offices, shops, factories, 
farms, etc., to go to great training 
camps, to learn to be soldiers, sailors, or 
airmen. Every day they must drill to 
make their bodies stronger; they must 
study in great schools the things that 
they need to learn. When they are 
trained they are examined before being 
chosen to go across the sea to help win 
the war. In our songs and prayers we 
ask our Heavenly Father to keep them 
safe and make them strong. They are 
sure to be tempted in many ways while 
so far away from home and friends. It 
will help them to be strong enough to 
say no .o things, that harm, if they 
pray what many of them learned as chil- 
dren, “Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” (Daniel and his 
friends illustrate this.) 

“ Every time we resist temptation, 
It is easier for us to be strong.” 


‘Lesson Story—Last winter, before 
Christmas, General Allenby led some 
English soldiers into the very old city 
of Jerusalem. Into that city, hundreds of 
years ago, King Nebuchadnezzar led his 
soldiers. They broke down the city 
walls, the houses, and the temple, and 
carried many of the people away to a 
strange country. Among these were 








four fine big boys, Daniel and his three | 


friends, who were chosen to be trained 
as helpers for King Nebuchadnezzar. 
These young men needed to learn a new 


language and the different customs of | 


this strange country. 

Their training would last for three 
years. They were strong, bright boys, 
ready to work and study hard. As chil- 
dren, in Jerusalem, they had been taught 


to take care of their bodies, also to eat | 


and drink the things that would keep | 


them well and strong, and never to use | 
any wine or strong drink. When their 


trainer provided wine, Daniel made up 


his mind (v. 8a), then spoke out bravely. | 


In Bible language repeat his conversa- 
tion with the trainer (vs. -8b-14). Chil- 
dren are always interested in the results 
related in verses 15-20, which need no 
repetition in this outkne. 


After the Story—We like to speak of 
these four brave boys as Daniel’s Band, 


and we like to sing “Dare to be a Daniel, 


dare to stand alone.” 

For babies and little children, parents 
must choose what is best for them, and 
parents must teach Primary children as 
old as you to choose what is best, but 
many times you must choose for your- 


selves when going to and from school | 


or on an errand or when playing. Chil- 
dren who are sure they want to choose 
the right might form a Daniel’s Band. 
Children who are willing to do without 
the food which the soldiers need and to 
use other things, are the kind to belong 
to a Daniel’s Band. 


PeoriA, ILL. 
we 


Is any part of Sunday a drag and a 


bore to the children? Of course it 
Shouldn't be. But how can we do differ- 
ently? One way to make a start is to 
get a book like “Pleasant Sunday After- 
noons for the Children,” by John T. 
Faris, published by The Sunday School 
Times Company at 50 cents, and see how 
@ great many parents have managed. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. A true story, “The Conqueror” (1 


Kings 21 : 1-29). 
2. The Christian’s attitude towards 
evil. 


3. The secret of conquering strength. 








IRLS love the dramatic. Girls ad- 

mire courage. Never were these 
two more splendidly combined than in 
our lesson story for to-day. Present 
“Elijah, the Conqueror” as vividly as 
possible, leaving all discussion of the 
subject he exemplifies to follow the 
telling of his story. 


1. Begin with a prologue, a rapid 
sketch of the dramatic events in his life 
which preceded this one; 1 Kings 17, 
18, and 19. However brief this must be 
let his fearless fight against evil in high 
places be the point of emphasis in each 
event. Upon this background present 
chapter 21 as,a dramatic reading, ap- 
pointing four girls to read the parts of 
Ahab, Naboth, Jezebel, and Elijah, and 
a fifth to read all connecting parts as 
they become necessary. The chapter 
falls into three fine scenes: (1) Ahab 
and Naboth (vs. 1-4) (2) Ahab and 
Jezebel, in two parts (vs. 5-7, and 8-16) ; 
(3) Ahab and Elijah (vs. 17-20, and 27, 
28). Get the girls together on Saturday, 
or before school on Sunday morning, 
and practise this reading enough to 
make it worthy the fine quality of the 
text. It is one of the most vivid chap- 
ters in this m st vivid book of the Old 
Testament. The American Standard 
Version will eliminate certain difficul- 
ties in the Authorized text. If any of 
your girls are looking towards teacher- 
training this chapter affords a perfect 
example of a good story, as well as a 
striking instance of the right attitude 
towards evil. (1) 


2. And now for a frank discussion of 
that question. In this militant and 
military age there will be few to com- 
bat the repeated teaching of Scripture 
that a Christian must fight and fight 
hard the evil he finds in this world. Per- 
haps this little outline of Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan’s will stick to your girls’ 
memory, and frame up your lesson for 
you: 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (1 Kings a1 : 1-29; Eph. 5 /6-21) THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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What should be the Christian’s atti- 
‘tude towards ~- 
God? Confidence, communion, co- 
operation. ‘ 
Men? Sincerity, sympathy, service. 
Evil? Antipathy, antagonism, au- 
thority. 


What words of Scripture can we find 
in support of these last three points? 
And how are they reconciled with its 
outstanding teaching of love for all 
men? Let us see. Psalm 139: 19-24 
speaks in plain terms of that hatred of 
evil which can dwell in the heart that 
prays at the same time: 

“ Search me, O God, and know my heart: 

Try me, and know my thoughts; 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting.” 


Jesus’ own example is our higtest au- 
thority for direct antagonism toward 
evil—which can but follow a real an- 
tipathy in the heart, as we see it time 
after time in his deeds and words. His 
deliberate and stern severity in twice 
driving the evil-doers out of the temple 
is one clear-cut instance of this. In 
Psalm 94:16 we find a clear call for the 
courage to fight against workers of in- 
iquity. That Jesus regarded the devil 
and all his works with authority, not 
with fear, none deny who know his life, 
but how few of us realize that he would 
give us this same po ition of authority, 
always remembering the final and utter 
defeat that is coming upon God’s great 
enemy. See Mark 16:17, 18 for Jesus’ 
own words conferring authority towards 
evil upon “them that. believe” in his 
name. What a blessed deliverance such 
truth must bring to those who live all 
their lives in abject terror of evil spirits, 
as millions do in those lands still without 
Gospel light! 

3. But how can we claim such strength 
to conquer the evil that we know is 
within our own hearts? For it is often 
easier to fight openly the evil around us 
than to wage a conquering warfare 
against that constant foe within. How 
can we fear defeat when we remember 
that Jesus has prayed for us at just this 
point?’ (John 17:15.) And we see in 
Peter’s case (Luke 22: 31, 32 with John 
21:15-17) that his prayer is answered 
even in spite of our worst failures. 
With our entire dependence upon him 
(Phil. 4:13) we can say, with Paul (1 
Cor. 15:57), “Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ!” Our one fear and car 
and prayer must be to keep our eyes 
fixed upon him in the fight. (2) 


Home Study 

Keep on reading 1 Corinthians 13. R 
is the secret spring beneath the Chris 
tian life—the kind of love that makes 
us strong to fight for the right., Read 
also Romans 12: 21 to 13:10, and Prov- 
erbs 17:10; 9:8; 15:5, 31, 32; 27:5,6 

AtTLanta, GA, 


Pucker’s ‘* Boy’s-Eye View 1 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 





. How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A war that needs boys; 
danger of bein, captured by sin. 

Main points: Christ our star shell; 
deceivers as Satan’s spies; impurity a 
dangerous sector; secrecy an evil smoke 
screen; praise our gas mask; love our 
banner. 

Illustrations: A boy with slimy hair; 
Paul and Silas; Y. M. C. A: songs. 











ELL, we’re back in school again, 

and all we can talk about is war 
and soldiers, etc. It comes into every 
lesson, and we even had it in Sunday- 
school to-day. Bert and Fred were 
wishing they were old enough to be sol- 
diers, and teacher said they could be; 
that there is a war going on all the 
time with no age limit; the war between 
good and evil, Christ and Satan. He 
believes that every fellow is a soldier 
on one side or the other, even we boys. 
There are officers and privates, fighters 
and nurses, every form of service on 
both sides, and “he that is not with me 
is against me.” 

Of course every soldier of Jesus 
Christ ought to do the enemy as much 
harm as he can, fighting saloons and all 
that, but he also must watch so as not 
to be captured himself for a prisoner. 
Teacher says if we go down in the 
West End we'll see lots of poor down 
and outs whom Satan has captured and 
keeps inside.a stockade of sin. But 
there are also lots of prisoners in the 
uptown stores and offices, and none of 
us are safe unless we obey orders and 
use the precautions provided. 

We turned to the lesson in Ephesians 
five to see what some of these precau- 
tions are. First I pointed out a star 
shell in verse fourteen, to light up what 
the enemy is doing. Christ is our star 
shell. Old Satan can’t surprise us or 
fool us as to right and wrong if we 
just keep looking to Christ for light. 

Some spies in verse six came next. 
That was Bert’s home question. So he 
read the verse and told how some fel- 
lows out at Scout camp last Summer 
him believe that there 


| is no harm in a game of cards, “just the 





| same as authors, or anything like that.” 
| Bert said he knew that was pro-Satan 
| propaganda. 


So he just shut those spies 
up by saying cards would hurt his con- 
science and that made them wrong for 
him, and if there was no harm in them 
why did all converted gamblers hate 
them so, and why didn’t new converts 
thank God for being saved from au- 
er So they sneaked off and left 

im. 

Bumps had verses three and four to 
find a dangerous sector. -He said he 
supposed it was impurity. Teacher 
talked a while about keeping our minds 
clean as well as our bodies. He said we 
couldn’t imagine a_ self-respecting boy 
going around with his hair full of slime 
from the sewer. Yet there were boys 
who allowed their minds to be full of 
slimy, filthy thoughts, and a clean mind 
is more important than a clean body. 

“What’s the harm in a little joking 
now and then?” asked Bulldog, looking 
at verse four. Teacher explained that 
foolish talking or jesting meant smutty 
stories and nasty jokes, the kind some 
fellows are always telling. He says 
Christ wants us to have lots of fun, just 
so it is clean and such as Jesus could 
share. He thinks coarse jokes, if kept 
up, make a fellow almost sure of capture 
on this dangerous sector. 
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Our Motto 





to the 
Whole World 


THE INSTITUTE ON THE HILLSIDE 


Is a Great Training Camp for Defenders fi the 
Faith, Heralds of the Cross, Ambassadors of God. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
THE MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE 


NYACK-ON-HUDSON 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth GOOD TIDINGS 





DO YOU KNOW THE GOOD TIDINGS? 





Is the Bible an o— book to you? Is the wealth 
of its message of Light and Life and Hope real? 


DO YOU POSSESS A BURNING LOVE FOR SOULS? 





Is the greatest desire of your life the salvation and sanctification of men? Are zm, awake to the 
true condition of penpregenees, a misery, now and eternally, of every soul without Christ? 
If you really have the call of Ged and want to learn how to carry the GOOD TIDINGS to sia-sick 


souls, either at home or abroad, come to 


Write for Catalog. 


THE MISSIONARY wee S cAuP ON THE HILLSIDE 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 10th, 1918 





found in verses twelve and thirteen, hid- | 
ing some wrong-doing up in the barn 
loft or out behind the straw stack. 
“That's where the cigarette habit i is usu- 
ally formed,” said teacher, “in secret.” 
He says if we just remember that God 
sees us everywhere, and that we ought 
never to do anything we would be 
ashamed to tell our mothers, we shall 
keep clear of that black smoke screen of 
secrecy. (1) 

Bulldog said he couldn’t find any gas 
mask in verses nineteen and twenty, 
that it was all about singing psalms. 

“Why don’t you see?” explained 
teacher. “When evil thoughts and 
temptations come around the way to 
keep from being overcome is to sing and 
pray, not so much to call for help as 
to praise God for victory.” 

He told about how Paul and Silas 
sang praises in the jail that night, and 
how it helped them out. That’s why 
the Y. M. A. has song leaders and 
gets all the soldiers to singing. It’s a 
mask against homesickness and discour- 
agement. (2) 

Carl came last with the right flag to 
march under, the flag of love. Love to 
God is spiritual patriotism, and the love 
of God our protection. Nothing “shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Matthew 5: 13-16; 28: 18-20; Acts 
16: 6-15; Nehemiah 1: I-11 

How can a Christian boy be like salt? 

How can a Christian boy be like a 
light? 

How can a boy know whether God 
wants him for a missionary? 

How was Paul first led to preach in 
Europe? (Acts 16:9, 10.) 

Was Paul’s first meeting in Europe an 
important or unimportant one? (Acts 
16: 13, 14.) 

Terre Haute, Inp. 








CPS RS 
What i is salvation? 
This question is answered 
page 1192 of the 
Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Eielps at + dew hard places > the 
on t re he 
Dr. Scofield’ s helps 
ae Bible study pany ae 
— Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
at Som Circular upon request. Al all dealers. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - «+ - New York 























In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





September 15. The Saloon Power and How to 
Overthrow It. Hab. 2: 1-17. 

September 22. Lessons from Bible Characters. 
Heb. 11 : 32-40; 12: 1, 2. 

September 29. Lessons from Favorite Hymns. 
Acts 16: 22-25; 2 Chron. 5: 11-14. 

October 6. All for Christ. IV. Our Money. 
1 Tim. 6: 6-10, 17-19. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, September 8 


Training Conscience and Trained by 
Conscience (Prov. 20 : 27; 
Psa. 51: 1-13) 


(May be led by the pastor). 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Mon.—The voice in the heart (Rom. 2: 
12-16). 

Tues.—The —— of conscience (Gen. 
42: 21-24 

Wed-Conselonee commends (Acts 24: 
10-16). 

Thurs.—The trainer of conscience (Heb. 
4: 12, 19). 

Fri.—God’s inner light (Prov. 20: 27). 

Sat.—The illuminating word (Tit. 3: 
1-8). 














How can conscience be trained? 
What is conscience? 
Why do we need conscience at all? 


HERE is more confusion and error 

of thought on the subject of con- 
science than on almost any other single 
subject, and it is confusion and error 
which are full of mischief and harm. 
One error is that conscience is infalli- 
ble. Another is that if only we act con- 
scientidusly we are acting rightly, that 
because a conviction is conscientious 
therefore it is just. If conscien e is in- 
fallible, how is it that men can fight 
over an issue where each conscientiously 
opposes the other? If men are justified 
in whatever they do conscientiously, 
then crimes must be right. For what 
did Jesus say? (John 16:2.) If men 
think that they are serving God when 
they murder a man, is the murder jus- 
tifiable ? 

ve 


The trouble is that people confuse 
two different things. One is conscience. 
The other is the moral judgment. All 
that conscience does is. to tell us -that 
there is such a distinction as right and 
wrong. In this sense conscience is in- 
fallible and universal. The reality of 
moral distinction is the fundamental 
moral fact. But what is right and what 
is wrong is not told by conscience. It 
is a matter of the moral judgment, and 
the moral judgment, just like the mathe- 
matical or historic or artistic judgment, 
is capable of education. -It is liable to 
error and in need of correction and de- 
velopment. For 9 man to say that he is 





conscientious in such and such a con- 
viction or course of action is merely 
4 equivalent to saying that he thinks he is 
right, but he may be entirely mistaken. 

ye 


Conscience conceived as it should be, 
as the faculty which declares that there 
is a cleavage between good and bad, and 
that we must choose the good and reject 
the bad can of course be strengthened. 
The sense of moral difference is much 
stronger with some people than with 
others. With sorhe-it is so weak as to 
be almost ineffective. We need to have 
our sense of moral difference as posi- 
tive and assertive as we can. The 
stronger it is the more morally tirm and 
courageous are we likely to be 

we 

But conscience conceived as the fac- 
ulty which tells us what is right and 
what is wrong, as the faculty not which 
affirms the line of distinction but which 
says what falls on each side of that line, 
is even more in need of education in 
most of us. Conscience in the first 
sense is quite strong with us. But we 
are woefully mistaken: in our moral 
judgments. We can conscientiously be- 
lieve in the glorious liberty of mén to 
drink and of other men to sell liquor, in 
the duty of exalting our differences with 
other Christians above our agreements 
with them, in the legitimacy of telling 
fibs if there is apparent justification for 
doing so, in stock speculation or in 
bridge whist. The great question about 
every man is not “Is he honest?” but “Is 
he right?” 1“ 


Dr. Trumbull put the matter clearly 
in his sermon on “Moral Color-Blind- 
ness.” “Does not a man know by na- 
ture the difference between right and 
wrong? Has not God given to every 
man, in what we call ‘the conscience,’ a 
sure test of moral light and moral dark- 
ness? No! most decidedly, no! Man 
does not by nature know what is right 
and what is wrong. ‘Conscience’ is not 
in and of itself a safe guide in morals. 
It is not enough for a man *o do ‘as 
well as ‘he knows how,’ and in so doing 
‘to have a conscience void of offence 
toward God and men alway.’ He may 
do all this, and yet be sadly wrong. If 
he is morally color-blind, a man is likely 
to be wrong—conscientiously. 


“The faculty or element i in ou. nature 
which we call ‘conscience’ is set within 
us aS a monitor, not as a teacher, in the 
school of morals. Conscience ttells us 
that we ought to do right, but conscience 
does not tell us what right is. Con- 
science lays down no law for us to ob- 
serve, but it reminds us faithfully to 
observe the law as it has been laid down 
before us.” 

4 


Jesus spoke the truth in his clear 
way (Matt. 6: 23). 

Conscience does not justify sin. It is 
sin no matter if we do it conscientiously. 

We ought to know better. If we will 
follow Christ we shall know better.. We 
shall know the truth and the truth will 
make us free. 

New York City. 





[ Children at Home 





The Turkey Call 
By Zelia M. Walters 


ts HAT is this?” asked Alice, pick- 
ing up a queer looking piece of 
wood from the treasure chest. 

“That is a turkey call,” said great- 
grandmother with her eyes beginning to 
twinkle. “It is another story about 
Wenonah, my [Indian friend.” 

en goody !” said Alice, settling her- 
self 

“When I was. six father said I was 
old enough to do as the other children, 
so he gave me three turkeys from the 
flock for my very own. If I fed. them, 
and brought them up all right, I was 
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‘The Minute 
We Stop Outside 
a Barrack— 


they gather around to see 
what’s up.’’ And then the 
Pocket Testament League 
camp worker tells of barracks 
meetings where it is possible 
to get down to the most defi- 
nite personal evangelism with 
the soldiers, In an embarka- 
tion camp, just before the 
boys go ‘‘over there,’’ in 
two meetings in barracks, — 
not big meetings at all, —117, 
or about half the men present, 
accepted League Testaments, 
signed up to carry the little 
book, and to read a chapter a 
day, and 42 accepted Christ. 


When they gather round ‘‘to 
see what’s up,’’ are they go- 
ing to find that there aren’t 
enough Testaments for all ? 
That's for you tosay. The 
demand is much greater than 
the supply. 


Three dollars supplies League 
Testaments for ten soldiers or 
sailors, thirty dollars for one 
hundred. 


Please send all contributions 
for this far-reaching work to 


BUSINESS MEN'S WAR COUNCIL OF 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 


J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 
520 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE CALL TO THE COLORS 


is peculiarly appropriate FOR RALLY DAY 
A complete service of Song, Kecitati E 

and Flag Drills, eg Loyalty to God and 

Country. OVER THE TOP is another service 

equally attractive. For 10 cents a complete copy 

of each will be mailed to any address.. 


Tullar-Meredith Co., 265 West 36th St., New York, N. Y. 


Rely On Cuticura 
For Skin Troubles 


anes druggists; Soap $9 Gintment 5 =e %. Fay! 25. 

















le each free o' 


Gye Sunday. School Times 


Philadelphia, August 24, 1918 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
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postage: 
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$1 00 to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
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Free Copies  gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (1 Kings a1 : 1-29 


( Continued from the preceding page) 
to have the money they brought when 
father sold the whole flock at Thanks- 
giving time to a man who would take 

to a city for iving. When 
I learned that I might get as much as 
two dollars for my three turkeys, I was 
greatly excited. 

“Well, I took good care of them. I 
kept the water-pan out in the orchard 
filled. I carried food twice a day. 
didn’t get very fond of my turkeys, for 
in my day they were even wilder than 
they are now. They wouldn’t grow 
friendly, but stayed far from me, and 
regarded me with suspicious looks. At 
night they roosted in trees, and two or 
three times they wandered away into 
the woods, and father and big brother 
Hugh had to go after them and drive 
them back. Then for some time in the 
fall they stayed about home. I began 
to count on the two dollars, for my tur- 
keys were large and fat. Father was 
pleased that I had taken such good care 
of them. Then one day a week before 
Thanksgiving Hugh and I went out to 
feed the flock, and they didn’t come. We 
‘went about the orchard and barnyard 
calling, but they were gone. Hugh and 
father quickly got ready and went into 
the woods. They searched til! noon, but 
found no trace of the turkeys. ‘They 
are gone for good this time,’ said 
father gloomily. ‘They’ve joined some 
beng flock.’ Can you imagine how I 

elt. 

“After dinner I had no tasks, because 
I was too young for much work or les- 
sons, so I wandered out in the woods. 
I took the bag of grain that I carried 
over my shoulder when I went. to feed 
the turkeys, but of course I couldn’t 
find them. 

“I met Wenonah as I wandered about 
calling for them, and told her what had 
happened. 

“*Come home with me,’ said Weno- 
nah, ‘my brother will find them for you.’ 

“I ran along with her quickly enough. 
Her big brother was just getting ready 
to go fishing. But he put down the 
things, and came with us_ pleasantly. 
Out in the woods he put this bit of wood 
to his. mouth, and blew on_ it._ It 
sounded. almost. exactly like a turkey 
calli its ‘Quit! Quit! Quit? in a 
high key, That is. the turkey call. by 
which wild turkeys call one another. The 
first call brought no answer. So we 
walked farther. I was-used to running 
miles every day, so I didn’t get tired. 
The third time the Indian boy gave the 
call we heard an answer coming back, 
faintly. I jumped with joy: 

“ ‘Wait,’ said the Indian, ‘it might be 
wild turkeys.’ 

“We traveled toward the sound, the 
Indian boy calling as we went. And the 
turkeys were coming toward us. If they 
were wild turkeys they would fly away 
as soon as they saw us, but ou-- would 
not. So when the flock came in sight 
they did not rise to fly. They wouldn’t 
come close, but they knew that bag at 
my side, and they waited. 

“You haven’t much grain, little sister, 
sO you must be very careful,’ said the 
boy. ‘Walk a little way, and throw out 
a single handful. Then when they have 
eaten that, go farther and throw out an- 
other handful. Perhaps you can coax 
them home that way, and then they will 
wait to be fed as usual.’ 

“IT did as he told me, walking toward 
home, and throwing out a little grain 
now and then. The turkeys kept a good 
distance behind us, but still they did fol- 
low. Great was the surprise of the fam- 
ily, when we three children came into 
the yard followed by all the turkeys. 
Hugh hastened out with a big bag of 
grain, and coaxed them into the barn 
with it, and then they were shut up so 
they should not run away again. 

“So I got my two dollars after all, 
thanks to my Indian friends. Some day 
I will tell you how I spent it.” 


Rocky River, Onto. 
ye 


Mr. Philip E.. Howard has gathered 
into a little book nearly one hundred and 
fifty brief prayers, with Scripture refer- 
ences. It may be had from The. Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 


; Eph. 5 : 6-21) 








[ Books Worth Noting | 


The Work of Preaching (By Arthur 
S. Hoyt, D.D.).—This is a new edition 
of one of the best works available; it 
includes two new chapters and additions 
to another. When it first came out some 
twelve years ago, it was noted as of 
special value, and in its new form it will 
have a fresh lease of usefulness. This 
is just the book for a young preacher 
to use and master as a text-book, while 
even mature preachers will find in it 
much helpful idance. (Macmillan 
Company, New York, $1.50.) 


Longcove Doings (By Joseph Ken- 
nard Wilson).—For the many who find 
no fiction so refreshing as the simple 
annals of New England folk—inland or 
sea-bred—this glimpse into the life of 
a humble Cape Cod village will need no 
guarantor, Those distinctive traits 
which the reader tastes with delight are 
all here; the crusty old captain, the 
woman with “narves,” the shrewd heads, 
the ready wit, and the flinty old hearts 
that soften into exquisite tenderness 
when the Sun of Righteousness beams 
within. Mr. Wilson’s work deserves 
good placing on this particular shelf of 
hooks. (United Society of Christian 
Endeavor, Boston, $1.25, postpaid.) 


An Old Testament Gospel (By 
Charles A. Blanchard, D.D.).—While 
four books of the Bible are called Gos- 
pels, Dr. Blanchard believes that “the 
Gospel” consists of the entire sixty-six 
books of Scripture, and he here shows 
the bearing of this thought on Jonah and 
his work. . The treatment is marked by 
the author’s beautiful spirit, rich experi- 
ence, simple teaching, and modest way of 
putting his points. The reviewer heard 
the substance of this book in addresses, 
and is, therefore, particularly glad to 
have them in a permanent form. Stu- 
dents, preachers, and teachers will be 
enabled to see from this book a truly 
admirable way of bringing out of their 
treasure “things new and old.” (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chi- 
ney cloth, 75 cents net; paper, 35 cents 
net. 


The Reign of the Manuscript (By 
Perry Wayland Sinks, S.T.D.).—Books 
are so ‘familiar to-day that people are 
only too apt to forget how and when 
they came to be. Here the story is told 
with interest, clearness, and force. In 
twenty chapters the author covers the 
entire subject, from the invention of 
printing, back to writing, on parchment, 
vellum, and papyrus. There is also an 
admirable treatment of “The Art and 
Science of Palxography.” The idea is 
most valuable and the material exceed- 
ingly convenient. It will be welcomed 
by teachers and students, if only to save 
them time and trouble, though its in- 
formation is of the deepest interest, be- 
cause it deals with topics that are usu- 
ally taken for granted without being 
known. (Richard G. Badger, Boston, 
$1.25 net.) 


The Church and the Crowd (By 
Richard Wallace Hogue, D.D.).—One 
of the problems raised by the war is 
whether organized religion has not only 
forfeited leadership, but also actually 
lost the message of its Founder; and 
if so, whether the Church can regain 
her mission and message. “Dr. Hogue 
endeavors to show how the Church can 
meet the challenge of the present mo- 
ment. His chapters are all virtually oc- 
cupied with various aspects of Social 
Service, on which he has much to say 
that is fine, forceful, and valuable. But 
the New Testament evangelistic note is 
missing, and this gives the book a 
vagueness, notwithstanding its many 
excellent suggestions. The social re- 
demption of humanity is good, but the 
spiritual redemption of the individual is 
even better, because it is the source, 
spring, and cause'of the former. All 
that is written here is true, but it is not 
all the truth; and what is omitted is the 
dynamic, guarantee, and secret of what 
is here emphasized. (Fleming H.. Re- 








vell Company, New York, 60 cents net.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


Equals 89 Eggs 





Or 7 Pounds of Round Steak 
Yet Costs Only 30 to 32 Cents 


The large package of Quaker Oats yields 6221 calories in units of 


nutrition, 


Official figures give eggs 70 calories each, and round steak 890 


calories per pound, 


That package of Quaker Oats—costing 30 to 32 cents—compares in 


food units as follows: 





It Equals 89 Eggs 
Or 7 Ibs. Round Steak 
Or 7 lbs. Leg of Lamb 





Or 9 Ibs. Veal Cutlets 
Or 11 Ibs. Fresh Halibut . 
Or 12 lbs. Broiled Chicken 








These indispensable foods, for the same nutrition, cost from 7 to 10 
times as much as Quaker Oats, according to prices at the present writing. 


That is why food authorities urge the wider use of oats. 


Not merely 


for breakfast, but in bread and muffins, in cookies, in soups. 
The oat stands supreme among grain foods—as energy food and as 


food for growth. 


It is the richest of all grains in iron. 


Yet Quaker Oats—the finest grade—supplies nutrition at 5 cents 


per 1000 calories, 
than the average meat food. 


If it cost $2 per package it would still be cheaper 


Quaker Oats 


Just the Richest Flakes 


Quaker Oats isa superior grade, flaked 
from queen oats only. None but the 
richest, plumpest oats are used in its 
roduction. We get but ten pounds 
om a bushel. 


The resmlt is exquisite flavor, which 
has made Quaker Oats the leading oat 
food of the world. Yet it costs you 
no extra. price. 


12 to 13c and 30 to 32c Per Package 


Except in Far 


West and South 








Quaker Oats Bread 


1% cups Quaker Oats (uncooked) 
2 teaspoons salt 
"% cup sugar 

2 cups boiling water 

1 cake yeast 

¥ cup lukewarm water 

5. cups flour 

Mix together’ Quaker Oats, salt and sugar, 
Pour over two cups of boiling water. Let stand 
until lukewarm. ‘Then add yeast which has been 
dissolved in 4% cup lukewarm water, then add 5 
cups of flour, 

Knead slightly, set in a warm place, let rise until 
light (about two hours). Knead thoroughly, form 
into two loaves and put in pans. Let rise again 
and bake about se mioutes. If dry yeast is used, 
a sponge should be made at night with the liquid, 
the yeast, and a part of the white flour. 


This recipe makes two loaves. 


Quaker Oats Pancakes 


2 cups Quaker Oats (uncooked), 14% cups flour, 1 
teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon soda dissolved im 2 table- 


spoons hot water. 1 teaspoon baking powder (mix 
in the flour), 2% cups sour milk or buttermilk, 2 eggs 
beaten lightly, 1 tablespoon sugar, 1 or 2 tablespoons 


melted butter(according to the richness of the milk). 

Process : Soak Quaker Oats over night in milk. In 
the morning mix and sift flour, soda, sugar and salt 
—add this to Quaker Oats mixture—add melted 
butter; add eggs beaten lightly—beat thoroughly 





and cook as griddle cakes. 
° 
Quaker Oats Muffins 

3% cup Quaker Oats, (uncooked), 1% cups flour, 
1 cup scalded milk, 1 egg, 4 level teaspoons bak- 
ing powder, 2 tablespoons melted butter, 4% tea- 
spoon salt, 3 tablespoons sugar. 

Turn scalded milk on Quaker Oats, let stand five 


minutes, add sugar, salt and ‘melted butter ; sift in 
flour and baking powder; mix thoroughly and add 
egg well beaten. Bake in buttered gem pans 





(1960) 
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WESTMINSTER RALLY DAY SUPPLIES 





Day, and 


NEW RALLY DAY INVITATION POST CARDS (3...) 


For the use of Superintendent and Teachers in their efforts to increase the attendance and secure new members 


Price, 75¢ a 100, postpaid 
(Assorted if desired) 


These cards should be delivered by 
the messenger service or mailed previ- 
ous to Rally Day to the members of 
every class or department, includin 
the CRADLE ROLL and HOM 
DEPARTMENTS and THE 
ADULT BIBLE CLASSES; and 
especially to those who have been 
irregular in attendance. 
vided for filling in the date of Rally 
for the signature of the 
Superintendent of any of the various 
departments or of the teacher. 


Space is pro- 








Send Five Cents for S 
Set of RALLY DAY C 











MBA 


No. 36 Printed 


Form 37. Same desi 
vrinted invitation, so that you can 
invitation printed at your own expense. 


Form 


ren, Containing a printed invitation. 


Porm 


ORDER BY FORM AND LETTER “e.,*4,"sinte4 





No. 37 Plain 


as Form 36, but without any 
have your own 


28. A unique card, showing a group of child- 


30. Same design as Form 28, dué without any 
printed invitation, so that you can have your own 


invitation printed at your own expense. 


32. For the Adult Bible Class, 
wie the emblems of the movement in color 
and autumn scene in center of em! 
Containing a printed tnvitation. 


Form 33. Same design as Form 32, dt 
without any printed tnvitation, so that 
you,gcan have your own invitation printed 
at your own expense. 


orm 34, The Rheims Cathedral 
(France). Containing a printed invitation. 
Form 35, Same design as Form 34, dut 
without any printed invitation, so that 
you can have your own invitation printed 
at your own expense. 


Form 36. Reproduction’ in colors of 
child phoning the Rally Day Invitation. 
Containing a printed invitation. 





Celluloid Rally Day Buttons, Pins and Bows ~ 








No. 155 





No. 12 


Price of Flag Pins 30 cents a dozen, or $2.00 a hundged postpaid. Smaller size, $1.50 a handred, 


Size o! 


postpaid. Size hg | Ss on pins, 1% x % inches. 
rbrice of Buttons, $0 Cen ts a Jt, or 
In ordering use numbers as indicated. 


Celluloid 





No. 15 
Price, 2 for 5 cents, or $1. 50 a hundred, postpaid. Order by number. 





No. 14 





e 


» 2% inches. 
a ye a pos 


Flag Bows 


. (Assorted as desired.) 





No. 3 





Send for Large Rally Day Poster 
showing and describing 
Flags Banners Pennants 

Rally Day Invitations 
“ Promotion Certificates 
7 “ Novelties 


Honor Rolls, Books and Testa- 
ments for Soldiers and 
Sailors, etc. 


Be sure and look for our 
Advertisement in Aug. 31st issue. 














NEW YORK CHICAGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 





THE WESTMINSTER 7 REDS 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, With 
CINCINNATI 





NASHVILLE 





ST. LOUIS 
PITTSBURGH 
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Celluloid Rally Day Bookmarks 


1 in the 
Many will 
use them in the Bible 
in connection with 
the daily condiags 
and the study of 
lesson. 


Each bookmark is 
lithographed in 
colors and has a 
double silk cord and 
tassel attached. 


No. 196. Autumn 
Leaf. 


Betsy Ross Five House. 
. “Spirit of ’ 
No. 109, American Tag: 


Price of Bookmarks, 4 cents each ; 5,40 cents a 
a dozen, or $3.00 a t00, postpaid. (Assorted 
as desired.) 








For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 
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GAIN the call to prayer is loud. It 

is the nation’s most urgent need. 
Let us remember Washington at “Valley 
Forge when, with his horse tied to a 
young sapling, he himself knelt in 
prayer for victory. Every visitor to 
New York should look on the medallion 
on the wall of the Sub-Treasury in 
Wall Street. In that great financial 
center of this throbbing city it offers a 
silent challenge to the country. At the 
back of all the horrors of the war there 
are the spiritual hosts of wickedness. 
The devil will take full advantage of the 
opportunity he has created, and it is for 
the Church to fling into the arena the 
weight of her intercessory forces that 
the powers of darkness may have their 
activities neutralized. Let our boys and 
girls, when at family prayers, be im- 
po by this fact. 





September 2 to 8 
ion.—1 Kings 22: 11-20. Conquering Evil. 


Ill-gotten gain brings no lasting pleas- 

re. The vineyard appropriated in such 

dishonorable way, was turned into a 

ilderness as soon as Ahab saw Elijah. 
There is no escaping the harvest of our 
own seed-sowing. e must slay sin or 
sin will slay us. By Christ’s word we 
conquer. 


Prayer Succestions: Do we grasp 
what a privilege the ministry of inter- 
cession really is? Pray that men and 
women of prayer may be raised up who 
have a vision of this world’s need and 
w a“ will make a real business of “labor- 
ing in prayer.” Pray for a deepening of 
your own prayer life. 

Tues.—Eph. 5: 6-14. Darkness and Light. 

Darkness stands for the power of 
evil as light does for holiness. As truly 
as we were once darkness, so truly are 





we now light. Light and darkness have 
nothing in common—where you have the 
one you cannot have the other. Have 
we not lost the sharpness of this divi- 
sion? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God’s 
people may be separated from all known 
sins and from that which while not sin 
in itself may become such by preventing 
the onwardness of the soul; that every 
shady, hateful, and hurtful practise may 
be cut off and the soul liberated for ser- 
vice and worship. 


Wed.—Eph. 5: 15-21. Redeeming the Time. 


Time is more than a succession of 
moments; it stands for opportunity and 
privilege—life as a whole. To redeem 
it is to lay hold of it, grasp its oppor- 
tunities with promptitude and decision, 
or they have gone forever. For many, 
life is full of too lates. Begin to live in 
Christ now. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are confined in our insane asylums; 
for the mentally unbalanced and the 
lunatic; for those left to care for such 
distracted persons that their patience 
and gentleness may abound. Specially 
remember the. soldiers whose. minds 
have become deranged through the war. 
Thurs.—Prov. 12 : 21 to 13: 10. 

Overcoming Evil With Good. 

The natural-instinct is to answer evil 
with evil and good with good, but that 
is not the divine method of working. 
The Lord’s way is to meet-hostility with 
kindness, and the more like Him we are 
the more will it be our way. His way 
is best. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bible Training Institutes throughout the 
land, Many of these will be resuming 
class work this month with new stu- 
dents taking up work for the first time; 
pray for teachers and taught; that both 
alike may have given them the spirit of 
understanding and wisdom. 

Fri.—Dan. 1: 8-20. Choosing the Right. 


It would have been an easy thing to 
have yielded to the influences of the 





—_ 
. 


great conqueror, but the youthful con- 
fessors were made of better stuff. The 
brave heart of Daniel was set upon God 
and he determined not to be defiled, and 
he was not forgotten by his God 


Prayer Succestions: Our land is 
flooded with literature of a very harm- 
ful kind. Heresy és prolific in its growth 
and is aided by a press which seems to 
have boundless resources. Pray God’s 
blessing upon all good books and peri- 
odicals combating the evil; upon Chris- 
tian writers, editors, and Gospel pub- 
lishing houses. 


Sat.—Psalm -139 : 19-24. Search Me, O God. 


A good man wants to know the worst 
of himself, and the Psalmist’s prayer is 
that God would discover him to himself. 
We may not be in the way of the wicked, 
but some wicked way may be in us 
which we pray may be rooted out. 
“Search me, O God.” 


PraYER SuGcEsTIons: God has a rem- 


nant among ancient Israel who fear. 


Him, and we should pray that it may 
increase. Pray for Jews-who are suffer- 
ing for their faith in Christ, that they 
may be sustained under the heavy trial; 
for young people disinherited by their 
parents because they have accepted 
Christ. : 


Sun.—1 Cor. 9: 19-27. 
All for the Gospel’s Sake. 

The great principle would seem to be 
that the Christian, with a view to the 
salvation of the lost, must discover 
‘points. of contact with those to whom 
he is presenting the Gospel. Neither 
fraternizing in evil or concealing truth 
is suggested. We do no good by stand- 
ing aloof. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for, the 
leaders of song; our chorus cnoirs and 
quartet parties, soloists and organists; 
that the ministry of song im all our 
churches may be redeemed from its arti- 
ficiality and invested with new power, so 
that the Gospel in song may yeach the 
hearts of multitudes. 


New Yorxk City. 





Prepare for a Successful 


Rally 


a 


in your Sunday School 


We have just mg cue a new Rally 
Day service entitled 


“TheFlag of the Cross” 


By Bentley D. Ackley and E. E. Hewitt 


It is of a religious, patriotic character, 
with inspiring music, interesting recitations, 
and appropriate poco 


Sample copy, 6 cents 
65c a dozen $5.00 a hundred 


We also have a complete stock of all the 
newest and best Rally Day necessities : 


Invitation Cards 

Sees eneentee 
ering Envelopes 

Novelties, and Souvenirs 


Send for illustrated price list 
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CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville,Mich. 
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